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Introduction

For years now, many Christians have felt deeply within
their hearts that the “church” has not dealt realistically or
fairly with divorce and remarriage.

This booklet shows that Jesus Christ and the Bible give
workable instructions regarding these problems but that
the “church” does not. Thus, this booklet contains a con-
stant comparison regarding what the “church” teaches and
what the Bible really says. It is concluded that remarriage is
not sin, according to the Bible. It is suggested that the reader
pray now and ask God to send the Holy Spirit to teach all
truth in Jesus name.
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In arder to best understand this booklet you
should have at least some understanding of Spirix,
s0ul and body teaching found in the Bible. The above
Ilustration will help you get the basic concept. If you
have further interest we recommend our DooK on
+nhe subject, THE THIRD SALVATION.



Creation and Marriage

The Bible teaches that marriage is very good and proper.
It is an intimate personal union to which a man and woman
consent, consummated and continuously nourished by sex-
ual intercourse, and perfected in a lifelong partnership of
mutual love and commitment. The importance Jesus and
Paul attach to Genesis 2:24 suggests that the establishment
of the “one flesh” union in marriage is dominant. Human
sexuality has a dual purpose of communion and reproduc-
tion. It is both the need and the right of both husband and
wife (I Corinthians 7:4). Love alone gives meaning to mar-
riage and guarantees its integrity. Sex and parenthood en-
rich marriage but neither is capable of sustaining it. The
wiie’s duties, however, are summed up not under the prin-
ciple of love, but of obedience (Ephesians 5:22, Colossians
3:18 and | Peter 3:1). The husband will have the respect and
subjection of his wife so long as she has his love and head-
ship under Christ. His love creates its own response, even
as| the love of Christ creates a reciprocal love in the be-
liever (I John 4:19).

The woman was made subject to her husband as a result
of the curse of God for her part in the fdll (Genesis 3:16).
However, Jesus Christ has delivered us from the curse of
the law and it may be that in the very near future women
“may no longer be subject, perhaps in the soon coming age
(Galatians 3:13).

Jesus noted his approval of marriage at the wedding feast
by turning the water into wine (John 2:1) and he also taught
two parables about marriage (Matthew 22:2 and Matthew
25:1). Marriage is honorable in all, and the bed undefiled
(Hebrews 13:4).

Genesis 1:27-28 says, ‘“Male and Female created he them.
And God blessed them, and God said unto them, be fruitful,
and multiply and replenish the earth.”

Another account of creation is in Genesis 2:18-25. “And
the Lord God said, It is not good that the man should be
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alone; | will make him an help meet for him. And the Lord
God caused a deep sleep o fall upon Adam, and he slept.
And [the rib, which the Lord God has taken from man,
made he a woman, and brought her unto the man. There-
fore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall
cleave unto his wife; and they shall be one flesh. And they
were both naked, the man and his wife, and were not
ashamed.”
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One Flesh Is Sexual Union

To establish the meaning oi the reference to “one flesh”
read what Jesus said in Matthew 19:4-6: “Have ye not read,
that he which made them at the beginning made them male
and female. And said, for this cause shall a man leave father
and mother, and shall cleave to his wife; and they twain shall
be one flesh? Wherefore, they are no more twain, but one
flesh.”

The subject is marriage and the relationship which is a
union of man with woman to become one flesh.

Paul in I Corinthians 6:15-16 removes all doubt concern-
ing the exact meaning of “one flesh.” “What? know ye not
that he which is joined to an harlot is one body? for two,
saith he, shall be one flesh. But he that is joined unto the
Lord is one spirit.”

The joining to become “one flesh” is in the sex realm
because that is the only thing in common with a harlot.

Union occurs in three realms: (1) spirit (2) soul and (3)
body. Verse 17 says that joining (union) with the Lord is in
the realm of the spirit. For God is a spirit and they that wor-
ship him must worship him in spirit and in truth (John 4:24).
Therefore our spirit union is with God and a perfectly bal-
anced person is in union with God in his spirit. As we wor-
ship and praise God our spirits join with Him, and we be-
come one spirit, as when a man and woman join to become
one flesh.

Union in the body (sex) realm is fairly well understood by
most people. When a man and woman unite in body, it makes
them one flesh. It does not say one and one make two. Thus
it can be concluded that men and/or women are only half
complete until they unite with their mates making them a
complete, single unit.

Naturally, there are exceptions where a eunuch (one who
has become desexed) can be a great blessing in the king-
dom of God (Matthew 19:10-12). But the general pian of God
is for people to be married. To illustrate, deacons and bish-
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ops should be husbands (I Timothy 3:12). Diakonos the
Greek word for deacons also is translated ministers and
servants. Thus we conclude, according to scripture, minis-
ters and servants oi the gospel should be married. But we
should not make a firm rule because Jesus said some would
be eunuchs (Matthew 19:12).
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About the Church

Ii you go to a denomination, group or church where tra-
ditions and commandments of men are taught, you are
obliged to obey them. The Bible is clear that denomina-
tional authorities and leaders have the right to set rules of
conduct which are to be regarded as “law” to all within that
structure. Thus, if your society decides it is wrong to eat
meat then do not eat it (Romans 14:2-22). Ii they regard
Sunday above Saturday or Saturday above Sunday as the
day of worship, then follow their local rule or custom. How-
ever, if you find their rules are too binding to live a free
life before God, you can not be led by the Holy Spirit be-
cause of their restrictions, or if you are not able to do what
Jesus says because of their laws, then you are not obliged
to stay. You may leave. Find another group with whom you
can worship. This is especially true regarding rules about
marriage, divorce and remarriage.

Some churches forbid marriage, others forbid divorce
and still others forbid remarriage. If you are a member of
any church (or denomination) then you must obey the rules
of your church leaders (Romans 14:10-23). These churches
often teach that marriage is honorable, divorce is sin and
remarriage is unforgivable. If you are a member of a church
which teaches this, you must conform outwardly in order to
not be a stumbling block (Romans 14:20-21).

However, if or when this becomes too big a problem and
you become convinced that the Bible is right, not your de-
nomination then you may remove yourself from the organiza-
tion. Then you can follow Jesus by the Holy Spirit, not the
traditions and commandments of men. If you get out, you
will not be removing your membership from the true, eternal,
universal (Catholic) Church, however you should not neglect
to assemble yourself with other Christians somewhere else.

Most people realize that the word “church” refers to a
whole city of Christian believers and not just a certain group,
building, or denomination.

If you remove yourself from a restrictive “church,” there
will be social consequences and reverberations, and some-
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one might mistakenly feel that you have rejected God and
Jesus because they believe in error that their “church” ex-
clusively has all oi Jesus’ truth.

All Bible rules are for believers. It is absolutely unfair to
expect unbelievers to keep any Bible rule. They have no
power to keep moral laws. It is not right for the legislature
to pass moral laws based on the Bible because they are ex-
pecting normal society to keep rules written for Christians
who have been saved in spirit, are being saved in soul and
will be saved in body. The answer to the community’s moral
needs is Jesus Christ, not more laws. The answer is to
change the inner man, not moral legislation and police.

It is just as unfair for churches to hold people responsi-
ble|for what they did before they became Christians. This
is especially true in matters of marriage, divorce and re-
marriage.
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Phileo Love

Married people should be in love. What is love? We will
look at three of its complex facets. “Dod” is an Old Testa-
ment Hebrew word for “eros,” which is a New Testament
Greek word meaning love in the sex realm. The Song of
Solomon has much to say about sexual love.

Other Greek words for “LOVE” are “‘phileo” and “agape.”

Phileo love asks for response and agape loves does not.
Phileo love means | will meet your needs if you will meet
mine. You do not have to be of the opposite sex to have
phileo love. You can have brotherly love, which is phileo
or philadelphia love, and it can be between members of the
same sex because it simply means meeting each other’s
needs. Nearly all proper social order is based on phileo
love. A good example is a church supper where it is said,
“I will bring the macaroni and you bring the cheese.” Phileo
indicates that people enter something for their mutual bene-
fit, such as the Brotherhood (Phileo) of Electrical Workers.
That is a union. When you expect response it is “phileo.”
When you work you usually do it because of phileo love. If
the employer ever quit giving you a paycheck you probably
would not keep working because you expect that response.
Most social activities and church gatherings are based on
responses or phileo love. Also, most marriages are based
on phileo.

Lest the wrong idea be taken, there is nothing wrong
with phileo love. Responsive love is good and proper and
has an important and rightful place in society and Christian
experience. However, the Bible indicates there is yet a dif-
ferent form of love—agape.
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Agape Love

In the realm of agape love you give without expecting a
response; you give without asking anything in return; you
say, I will bring the macaroni and the cheese.” Agape love
means you meet the needs of others without anticipating
any response. You give and give forever in an agape rela-
tionship. Charity is a direct translation of agape. Charity
(agape love) means you will meet someone else’s needs
day after day and not expect or demand any response.
Ephesians 5:25 says, “Husbands, love (agape) your wives.”
This means husbands should love their wives without ex-
pecting any response.

A very strange thing is that we can not find any Bible
command for the wife to agape her husband. Titus 2:4 says
she is to phileo him (not agape).

Husbands should agape their wives. That means they
should love them without expecting any response. But most
husbands want a response. Basically everyone wants some
response. It is a natural desire. But the scriptures teach
that the husband is to agape (love) without expecting re-
sponse. Scriptures teach that when the wife is motivated
to give love, she expects the husband to respond because
she is loving with phileo not agape. Husbands are to agape
(love) their wives, even as Christ also agaped (loved) the
church, and gave Himself for it. That means husbands should
give themselves, even to the realm of death, for their wives
and families.

Ephesians 5:28-33 says: So ought men to love (agape)
their wives as their own bodies. He that loveth (agapeth)
his wife loveth himseif. For no man ever yet hates his own
flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord
the church. For we are members of His Body, of His flesh,
and of His bones. For this cause shall a man leave his
father and mother, and shall be joined unto his wife, and
they two shall be one flesh. This is a great mystery: but |
speak concerning Christ and the church. (Christ and the
church should be joined as one.) Nevertheless, let everyone
of you in particular so love (agape) his wife—even as him-
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self; and the wife see that she reverence her husband.

Husbands agape wives; men give themselves for women.
In a general sense we think of a woman at home taking
care of the children and the man perhaps out at sea braving
the wind and waves to bring home a catch or perhaps even
fighting lions in a jungle. The man is the one who presents
his body to dangerous elements to bring home food and
clothing and keep his family safe. To keep a family relation-
ship working smoothly, the man should give without demand-
ing response, according to the Bible.
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When a woman gives phileo love it is because she wants,
expects, desires or demands response. It indicates that her
husband had better respond. Some husbands are more like
clods than men. Clods sometimes find their wives searching
elsewhere for love after a few years, and wonder why. The
Bible says that when a woman gives love to her husband
she wants responsive love back. Women are to agape other
members of the body of Christ, but their special love rela-
tionship to their husbands is phileo.

When a woman engages in phileo love it indicates she
wants a companion. She wants to talk. She wants to share
experiences. She wants her lover to listen to her and re-
spond to her observations. The cartoon showing a man
reading a newspaper at the breakfast table while his wife
tries in exasperation to relate an event to him is an illustra-
tion of her desire for response and his lack of understanding.

If husbands were spiritual, receiving commands from God,
they easily could agape (love) their wives and women easily
could phileo (love) their husbands. The Bible does not tell
a man to make himself into the boss; it tells the wife to
make him boss.

Colossians 3:18 says: “Wives submit yourselves unto your
own husbands, as it is fit in the Lord. Husbands agape your
wives, and be not bitter against them.” “Be not bitter against
them” means that when husbands agape (love) they give
without expecting a response. They are not to be bitter
when they do not receive any response, either. The woman
is the weaker vessel. He must take care of her. There is
nothing wrong if a wife agapes (loves) her husband: the
point is that she is not commanded to agape, just phileo.

After reading | Peter 3, some people mistakenly think the
Bible teaches women to always submit to their beastly hus-
bands. The section of scripture does indicate that women
who are submissive to their husbands should guard their
conversations and as a result the husband might be won
to the Lord. Some people even suggest that a man’s salva-
tion may depend on whether his wife is subject to him. Many
women have felt condemnation and bondage because they
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were told they must be in subjection to a harsh, mean, domi-
nant, cruel, devilish husband. That is not what the whole
Bible teaches. It is true the Bible teaches the woman to sub-
mit to her husband, but it also gives relief to an intolerable
situation (I Corinthians 7:11).

First, Christ loved (agaped) the church and gave himself
for it (Ephesians 5:25-27). Second, because of that, men
should love (agape) their wives the same way (Ephesians
5:28-29). Third, because of that wives submit to their loving
(agaping) husbands (Ephesians 5:22). The Bible does not
promise that when a woman submits it will make her hus-
band love her. It only says in | Peter 3 that when a woman
submits, it might make her husband love the Lord Jesus
Christ (not her).

Admittedly the order of events in Ephesians 5:22-23 has
caused the conifusion but aiter a careful reading and study
notice that the order is, first, Christ loved the church, and be-
cause of that, secondly, husbands ought to love their wives
the same way and because of that, thirdly, wives will be
subject. If this were not so then we could mistakenly con-
clude that if the Church would be more submissive to Christ
then He would love it more—and we know that He first loved
us and His love for us does not depend on our love for Him.

Ephesians 5:33 says “Nevertheless let everyone of you in
particular so love his wife even as himseli; and the wife see
that she reverence her husband.” The word reverence is
“phoebe,” and that means to be terrified or afraid. Sixty-
three times in the Bible “phoebe” is translated as “fear,” 25
times as “afraid” and as ‘“‘reverence” once, and that is in
this verse. It should be translated “be afraid of,” or “fear.”

Obviously, if a woman’s husband really loved (agaped)
her, then her reverent fear would be of the same type that
we all have toward our Heavenly Father, whose acts are all
accompanied with tremendous power and authority, but
softened with love.
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{ . CHRIST LOVED THE CHURCH.

2. IN LIKE MANNER
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AHUSBAND LOVES HIS WIFE SHE MAKES
HIM HER HEAD, HE HAS NO BI\BLICAL BASIS
FOR MAKING H\MSELF HER HEAD.

Titus 2:5 says women are to be discreet, chaste, keepérs
at lhome, good, obedient to their own husbands, that the
word of God be not blasphemed. These rules were given to
a society in which the women stayed at home. They did not
go out. If they did go out to shop they were covered and
looked like a tent. But now we are in a completely different
society.

Back then the only person to whom a woman could talk
was her husband. On a recent trip to Jerusalem we noticed
that the women talked fiercely to the shopkeepers, not nicely
or courteously. It is a way of life. If she talked responsively,
such as we do here in the States, then he would get the
wrong idea.
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Spirit Union

The real and eternal part of man is the spirit, and that
part also seeks union. The spiritual union takes place with
God. God said, “I am a jealous God, | will have none other
before me.” Men and women should not mate with each
other in spirit. The spirit unites with God who gave it in the
first place and your spirit should not unite with another
spirit. If your spirit does unite with anything but God, it will
be an unclean, adulterous union. God is a jealous God. He
will have no other Gods before him. To give your spirit to
anyone or anything other than the one true God results in
spiritual adultery.

Remember, you are a spirit, you have a soul, and you are
living in your body. All three portions of a complex person
need to unite. You need to have union or completeness in
all three areas. The uniting of your spirit, according to | Cor-
inthians 6:17, is with God, for God is a spirit and the one-
ness is with God, in the spirit. Occasionally we find some-
one who sets his whole spirit toward his wife, or a wife who
sets her whole spirit toward her husband or children. Those
people are headed for trouble.

Some people seek the spirit of a loved one or child after
death. In that case, the spirit of the live one seeks union
with the spirit of the dead one and God does not like that
adultery. He will have no other Gods before him, for the
spirit must unite only with God. You see why it is wrong to
seek to raise the spirit of a departed person through seances
and mediums. When you are doing that, it is proof you are
not looking to God for comfort, but are looking for help from
another spirit. You are looking toward something other than
God to which you can direct your love and devotion.
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Woman at the Well

Our spirits must unite with God. God is a spirit; they that
worship him, must worship him in spirit and in truth (John
4:24).

Jesus was talking with a woman who had been united
with five different men in the flesh. He said, “Thou has well
said, | have no husband: For thou has had five husbands;
and he whom thou now hast is not thy husband; in that
saidst thou truly.”

She immediately recognized that Jesus was a prophet.
Then she changed the subject from union with men to union
with |God and said, “Our fathers worshipped here in this
mountain. Ye say that in Jerusalem is the place where men
ought to worship.” Jesus in effect told the woman to learn
about complete union and worship. The hour cometh when
you will neither in this mountain nor in Jerusalem worship
the father. Ye worship ye know not what but we know what
we worship for salavation is from the Jews. But the hour
cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall wor-
ship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh
such|to worship him. God is a Spirit; and they that worship
him must worship him in spirit and in truth (John 4:21-24).

Jesus was talking with a woman who had sought union
five times the only way she knew. Jesus took the spirit
union to her and said, “I am the Christ.” Immediately she
went to the other people in the city and said, “Come and
see a man who told me everything that I ever did. Is not
this the Christ?”

This woman had such a strong unquenchable desire for
union that five men could not satisfy her. That probably
would not have been the end of it, either. She was search-
ing—reaching out because of her desire. Jesus said, I know
what your desire is. Your basic desire is in the spirit realm.”
She |could not identify the difference between her spirit,
soul and body, but she knew she had a need and it was not
being fulfilled. So she was reaching towards all realms,
mainly sex.
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THE WOMAN AT THE WELL DID NOT
UNDERSTAND HER INTENSE DESIRE FOR
UNION OF SPIRIT , S0UL AND BODY.

Jesus said, “Here is the way to get fulfilled.” There is a
parallel in the natural or physical realm. There is an uniul-
filled desire so a natural person goes aiter a mate to satisfy
that| desire. But that is a parallel to a more basic need. It is
the basic desire of the spirit to unite with God in worship.

There is one mediator between God and men—the man
Christ Jesus. Ii you are going to unite your spirit with God
it has to be through Jesus Christ. He began to talk with this
woman and she began to see the truth of this union. She had
tried five difierent men in the flesh realm and was not satis-
fied. This is proof of an unfulfilled desire. The onily way to
meet this desire is through worship of God, by the Holy
Spirit through Jesus Christ. Most everyone has unfulfilled de-
sire| in some realm. It could be sex, food, money, security
or companionship. The basic fulfillment will be found in the
realm of the spirit. The spirit of man must unite completely
with God. You can seek fulfillment of the body or the soul
but it still will not quench the deep-seated problem. The
real quenching of thirst comes when you are worshipping
God in spirit and in truth.
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Spirit, Soul, Body Union

In the spirit realm, union should be worship and adora-
tion toward God. The result is revelation, which is knowing
Him.

In the soul realm, union between partners should be in
the exchange of thoughts. The result is new music, inven-
tions, ideas, companionship, happiness and knowing each
other’s mind.

Union in the body realm should result in physical ecstasy
and often results in new life, or children. The Bible calls this
knowing your mate’s body.

Union in spirit, soul or body produces something new;
new knowledge of God, new knowledge of thought and new
knowledge of liie.

The Holy scriptures include many references to the fact
that God and Jesus Christ seek love, companionship and
marriage (i.e., bride of Christ). We conclude that love and
marriage are Godly attributes. We think it is not good to
encourage young people to become eunuchs, but rather let
them find their own expression (Matthew 19:12, | Timothy
4:3).
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Adultery

in the Old Testament adultery is sexual intercourse, usu-
ally of a man, married or unmarried, but always with the wife
of another (body realm). It is forbidden by one of the Ten
Commandments (Exodus 20:14, Deuteronomy 5:18). The pun-
ishment for both man and woman was death (Leviticus
20:20). Adultery was also used as a figure for idolatrous
worship (spirit realm).

Jesus widened the use of the word “adultery” to include
the |ustful (soul realm) look and also the case where a di-
vorced man or woman remarried. He made an exception
for the case of fornication in Matthew 5:32 and Matthew
19:9 but the interpretation of what He meant differs with
various writers. Jesus did not condemn the woman taken
in the very act and warned her against future offenses.

Fornication involves sexual intercourse of an unwed per-
son. Fornication is a translation of the Greek word “‘porneia.”
Our English word “Pornography” is a depiction in writing or
pictures of lewdness or erotic behavior designed to cause
sexual excitement. Thus, the Bible injunctions against for-
nication can logically include warnings against pornography,
and participation in pornography (such as looking at nude
pictures) can logically be classified as fornication.

Matthew 5:27-32 says “Ye have heard that it was said by
them of old time, Thou shalt not commit adultery: But | say
unto you, That whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after
her hath committed adultery with her already in his heart.
And if thy right eye offend thee, pluck it out, and cast it
from thee: for it is profitable for thee that one of thy mem-
bers should perish, and not that thy whole body should be
cast|into hell. And if thy right hand offend thee, cut it off,
and cast it from thee: for it is profitable for thee that one of
thy members should perish, and not that thy whole body
should be cast into hell. It hath been said, Whosoever shall
put away his wife, let him give her a writing of divorcement:
But | say unto you, that whosoever shall put away his wife,
saving for the cause of fornication, causeth her to commit
adultery: and whosoever shall marry her that is divorced
committeth adultery.”



29

JESUS AND THE ADULTRESS
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It is from this scripture that some denominations get the
idea that you live in a continuous state of adultery if your
former partner is still alive and you are married to a second
mate. They believe this is an adulterous relationship every
day oi your life because of what Jesus said concerning
Moses law (not the law of love). Jesus did not say that adul-
tery is a continuous state. He did say it is an act.

The denomination | came from thought that if you were
married, divorced and remarried and then saved, you should
leave your present mate, relocate your first mate and live
with the first one the rest of your life.

If verse 32 indicates adultery is continuous, then the
church is right in their demands. My old denomination kept
a remarried person from holding any church office. It would
not allow that person to be a Sunday School teacher or
even a nursery helper. The only thing allowed was to pay
tithes.

However, our deacon and elder boards still walked around
looking without plucking out their eyes as directed by verse
29. In other words, they held literally to verse 32 and spir-
itualized verse 29. That was not consistent or fair.

If you are going to force a literal interpretation on verse
32, then pluck out your eyes according to 29. Jesus must
have given this discourse to show that all have sinned and
come [short of the glory of God. it is not the purpose of this
section of this scripture to establish a standard of holiness
or to be treated literally. Jesus showed that if you intend
o find favor with God by keeping the Old Testament Moses
law, you have to go beyond the letter and keep the spirit.
No one can keep the letter of the Old Testament and the
only way to keep the spirit is through the love of Jesus and
the grace of God in the New Testament.

In addition, Jesus was reierring to the law, not grace. In
the eyes of God, if you are mad at someone, have malice
or envy, then you are in the same category as a prostitute
(Galatians 5:19-21). If you have arguments at home you are
the same as an adulterer. Anyone with wrath, malice, anger,
envy or strife is manifesting the works of the flesh. If you
have debate in your life you need to be changed, just as a
bank | robber, a murderer or an adulterer needs to be
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MANY DENOMINATIONS PUT VERY HARSH
RESTRICTIONS ON COUPLES IN WHICH
ONE OR BOTH PARTNERS HWAVE BEEN
REMARRIED AND WHOSE FORMER MATE
19 STILL LIVING

T SEEMS LIKE ALL WE'RE
ALLOWED TO DO 'S PAY TITHES.

changed. What we mistakenly have done is to categorize the
sins that we will allow and sins that we will not allow. But
sin is sin and it all needs to be cleansed.
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Divorce

Matthew 19:3-8 says, “The Pharisees also came unio him,
tempting him, and saying unto him, Is it lawful for a man to
put away his wife for every cause? And he answered and
said unto them, Have ye not read, that he which made them
at the beginning made them male and female. And said, For
this cause shall a man leave father and mother, and shall
cleave to his wife: and they twain shall be one flesh? Where-
fore they are no more twain, but one flesh. What therefore
God hath joined together, let no man put asunder. They
say unto him, Why did Moses then command to give a writ-
ing of divorcement, and to put her away? He saith unto
them, Moses because of the hardness of your hearts suf-
fered you to put away your wives: but from the beginning it
was not so.”’

Jesus preempted Moses’ law and reached back to a prior
condition which is the way God originally intended. Thus
we see that Jesus demonstrated weak spots in Moses’ law.

Matthew 19:9-11 says, “And | say unto you, whosoever
shall put away his wife, except it be for fornication, and
shall marry another, committeth adultery; and who so mar-
rieth her which is put away doth commit adultery. His disci-
ples say unto him, If the case of the man be so with his wife,
it is not good to marry. (The disciples actually said in their
opinion it is best not to marry if divorce and remarriage is
not permitted.) But he said unto them, all men cannot receive
this saying, save they to whom it is given.” Jesus closed
the door on divorce and remarriage and then added that the
saying is not given to everyone.

So here we find Jesus saying that not all men are able to
receive this saying and the disciples said that they did not
want it, either (Verse 10). And Jesus said if you can take it,
take it; if you cannot, then leave it. Jesus said this is a rule
that is best kept, but noted some cannot. It is the marvelous
grace of God that provides for all situations.



33

JESUS AND HIS DISCIPLES

1 SAY TO YOU, WHOEVER
DIVORCES HIS WIFE, EXCEPT
FOR FORNICATION, AND
MARRLIES ANOTHER COMM\\TS
ADULTERY

IF THATS THE CASE
THEN IT's BETTER
NEVER TO GET

NOT ALL MEN
TAN TAWKE

THIS SAMING .
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Study | Corinthians Chapter Seven

I Corinthians 7:1-2 says, “Now concerning the things
whereof ye wrote unto me: it is good for a man not to touch
a woman. Nevertheless, to avoid fornication, let every man
have his own wife, and let every women have her own hus-
band.” Paul closed the door on marriage in verse 1 but he
set the door ajar in verse 2. Praise God that he did! Paul
again approved of marriage saying, “l will therefore that
the younger women (widows) marry” (I Timothy 5:14).

I Corinthians 7:3-5 says, “Let the husband render unto
the wife due benevolence: and likewise also the wife unto
the husband. The wiie hath not power of her own body, but
the husband: and likewise also the husband hath not power
of his own body, but the wife. Defraud ye not one the other,
except it be with consent for a time, that ye may give your-
seli to fasting and prayer; and come together again, that
Satan tempt you not for your incontinency.”

Verses 4 and 5 indicate that Christian sexual union is not
just based on mutual desire, but if desire is expressed by
either party then the other is obligated. It goes on to give
an exception of fasting, but indicates that even then there
must be consent of both parties before a fast. This implies
that certain kinds of fasting include abstinence from all
forms of fleshly pleasure, including food and sex. Not all
fasts are complete abstinence. Daniel was on a type of fast
when he ate only pulse (probably beans and peas). Con-
tinuing in | Corinthians 7:6-9, Paul says, “But | speak this
by permission, and not of commandment. For | would that
all men were even as | myseli. But every man hath his
proper giit of God, one aiter this manner, and another after
that. | say therefore to the unmarried and widows, It is good
for them ii they abide even as I. But if they cannot con-
tain, let them marry: for it is better to marry than to burn.”
In verse 8 Paul closed the door on marriage but in verse 9
he [set it ajar again. Marvelous love of God!

I Corinthians 7:10-11 says, “And unto the married | com-
mand, yet not I, but the Lord, Let not the wife depart from
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JESUS AND PAUL LEFT THE
DOOR AJAR \N MATTERS OF
MARRIAGE, DIVORCE ¢ REMARRIAGE .

MARRIAGE 5

DIVORCE,
REMARRIAGE

O [

her| husband: But and if she depart, let her remain un-
married, or be reconciled to her husband: and let not the
husband put away his wife.” In verse 10 the Lord closed
the door on separation but in verse 11 He set it ajar, recog-
nizing that some could not iollow the command and they
would have to separate.
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A pastor friend of mine was called to counsel a woman
with marriage problems. She had three little children in dia-
pers, was pregnant with the fourth and her face and arms
were black and blue from beatings suffered at the hands of
a cruel, drunk husband. The pastor advised her on the basis
of his holiness training and verse 10, that she was com-
manded that she could never leave that beastly man. (Let
not the wife depart from her husband). The woman had
turned to the pastor as a man of God, trusting that a God of
love would provide a way out. Instead she found the door
locked tight. In an act of final desperation she committed
suicide. Her God (pastor, denomination, etc.) could provide
no answer, so she provided her own.

The horrified pastor turned to prayer and more Bible study
to see if this was really the way of a God of love. Finally his
eyes were opened to the very next verse (verse 11) which
would have given that poor woman the right to depart, if
only that pastor had known it. (If she depart, let her remain
unmarried, or be reconciled.) Thus his seli-righteous zeal to
defend the faith of verse 10 had helped kill the woman who
needed desperately to know the freedom of verse 11. Later
he had to leave his denomination when he began to advise
others about the truth of verse 11.

Christians have terrible mental problems because they
try to keep commandments and traditions of men and at the
same time keep the love and forgiveness of Jesus. They have
trouble in the realm of condemnation because they cannot
differentiate between what God said and what grandfather
said.

I Corinthians 7:12-15 says, “But the rest speak I, not the
Lord: If any brother hath a wife that believeth not, and she
be pleased to dwell with him, let him not put her away.”

“And the woman which hath an husband that believeth
not, and if he be pleased to dwell with her, let her not leave
him. For the unbelieving husband is sanctified by the wife,
and the unbelieving wife is sanctified by the husband: else
were your children unclean; but now are they holy. But if
the unbelieving depart, let him depart. A brother or sister is
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CHRISTIANS HAVE TERRIBLE
MENTAL PROBLEMS BECAUSE
THEY TRY TO KEEP COMMAND-
MENTS AND TRADITIONS OF MEN
AND AT THE SAME TIME KEEP THE
LOVE AND FORGIVENESS OF JESUS
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not under bondage in such cases; but God hath called us
to peace.” But, the commandment and tradition oi the
“church” is to keep him from departing.
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My denomination taught us that it was God’s will to fight
a divorce with every legal means. We were taught to act
opposite from verse 15. The “church” fights a “legal” di-
vorce when in actuality the divorce in God’s sight already
is completed. The Bible says, let them go (depart). A brother
or sister is not under bondage in such cases because God
called us to peace. But the church says, “Oh yes they are
under bondage!” It says that if a man leaves his wife, then
she still is bound to the man as long as he lives because of
I Corinthians 7:10-11. Is not that what you read in Matthew?
Yes, that is what you read when Jesus was referring to Old
Testament law. He said that is what the law says. But you
find in the New Testament that a brother and a sister are
not under bondage in such cases, but God has called you
to peace—not wrath, not court arguments, etc., but peace.
This says let them go; they are not under bondage, they are
not bound, they are free. The church says they are bound
because they tie Moses with Jesus and mix Moses’ law
and Jesus’ commandments and words.

Did Jesus tell the woman in John 4:18 “Go find your
first husband”? No! Jesus told her to worship God. But
some churches order you to go find the one you were with
first, or the one to whom you were joined by them. They
say that is your mate and the others are adulterers. Who is
right, the “church” or the Bible?

| Corinthians 7:16 says, ‘“For what knowest thou, Oh wife,
whether thou shalt save thy husband? or how knowest thou,
O man, whether thou shalt save thy wife?” This is the verse
used to keep two people together. But if they already have
departed, let them go. If the situation is intolerable, the God
of love says let them go in | Corinthians 7:15. Men, love your
wives with agape love. Women, love your husbands with
phileo love. If they leave, you may let them go and you are
not under bondage.

I Corinthians 7:17 says, “But as God hath distributed to
every man, as the Lord hath called everyone, so let him
walk.” This means that if you were married before you were
saved, stay married; ii you were divorced before you were
saved, stay divorced; ii you were a slave before you were
saved, stay a slave.



39

THE MIXTURE OF LAW AND GRACE
IN THE CHURCH HAS NOT BEEN A
SUCCESSFUL ONE.

Going to | Corinthians 7:27 Paul says, “Art thou bound
unto a wife? Seek not to be loosed.” Bound is from the
Greek “deo.” It is translated bind 37 times and tied once.
It means you are bound, tied or married. “Are you bound
to a wife?” It means, “Are you married—tied to a wife? Do
not try to get untied. The answer to your problem is not a
divorce. Jesus leit the door ajar and Paul leit the door ajar
to divorce and that indicates that in extreme circumstances
divorce is permitted. They said, “Don’t get divorced,” added,
“ii you do, these new controls apply.” | Corinthians 7:27
says, ''Art thou bound unto a wife? seek not to be loosened.
Art thou loosened from a wife? (Are you divorced—untied
from a wife?) seek not a wiie.”
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Remarriage

Continuing in | Corinthians 7:28. “But and IF THOU
MARRY, THOU HAS NOT SINNED.” A more correct trans-
lation of the verb tense is, “But, also if you have married,
you did not sin.”

More completely it says, “Have you been married? Do
not seek to be divorced. Have you been divorced from a
wife? Do not seek a wife. But, if you did marry, you did not
sin. And, if the virgin did marry, she did not sin.”

All translators agree that the word “but” is proper and be-
longs in the sentence. “But and if thou marry, thou has not
sinned.” Some people believe that the thoughts, ‘“Art thou
loosed (divorced) from a wife? Seek not a wife. But, and if
thou marry, thou hast not sinned, are connected by the word
“but” and consequently refer to a man who has been married
and later divorced and still later remarried. The conclusion
is that he has not sinned. We believe that this is correct.

~ Others believe that the sentence, “But and if thou marry,
thou |has not sinned,” must refer to a person who has never
been married and who got married in spite of Paul's warn-
ings in | Corinthians 7:1, 8 and 29. But that does not make
sense because the verse must refer to two classes of peo-
ple. One class is the case of a virgin who marries and the
other is a person who has been loosed (divorced). The sen-
tence “But and, if thou marry, thou hast not sinned; and if
a virgin marry, she hath not sinned” must refer to virgins
and also to those who have married again. Thus, we believe
that it should be concluded that the thought, “But and it
thou marry, thou hast not sinned,” should be applied to the
case of a person who had been divorced. Remarriage is not
sin. If you are divorced, do not seek a wife (husband), but
if you marry (or remarry) you have not sinned.

A Christian normally is not allowed to divorce. But sep-
aration and divorce are recognized and provided for in
verse 11 and 15. But if you are divorced and if you get re-
married it is NOT sin.

in one case, a woman felt such condemnation from her
church that she felt justified in praying that God would take
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THE PURPOSE OF THIS LESSON
IS NOT TO ENCOURAGE DIVORCE
BUT RATHER TO BRING RELEASE
FROM CONDEMNATION TO
THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN DIVORCED
OR REMARRIED.

her former first mate in death so that she would not feel
the condemnation of adultery heaped upon her by the
church for living with her second husband, The fantastically
horrible thing is that her church released her to teach Sun-
day School immediately after her first husband died. Some
“churches” call this Christianity!

The purpose of this lesson is not to encourage divorce.
In fact, Christians are bound to each other—forever. But we
must not condemn those who have gone through divorce
and/or remarriage. There is, therefore, no condemnation to
those who have been in these experiences and who are cov-
ered with the blood of Jesus Christ.
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I Corinthians 7:1 says it is not good to touch a woman, and
that implies that it is not good to be married. In fact, Paul
taught that it is not good to marry in I Corinthians 7:1, 8
and|29. He did not stand against marriage, rather he pointed
to a temporary condition and because of it he suggested
that marriage should be avoided. The majority of Christians
are not keeping the letter or the spirit of that instruction.
They prefer to keep verse 2, which states, “Let every man
have his own wife and every woman her own husband.”
Praise God the doof was not slammed shut, but was left
ajar|by verse 2. Where would we all be without marriage?
In keeping the letter and spirit of verse 2 few people feel
any sense of sin because they are not keeping the letter of
verse 1. Yet many of the same people ignore verse 28, which
says marriage after a divorce is not sin, either. Rather, they
seem to want to iollow the traditions and commandments of
men, rather than the love and no condemnation of Jesus
Christ.

Whatever realm you are in when you get saved, stay in
that realm. Do not change it. But if, because of necessity,
you change the realm, it is not sin. The Bible says this over
and over again: It is the grace of God.

People mistakenly want to keep the Old Testament law in
order to find favor with God. The Old Testament said if your
brother dies you are to take his wife and bring her into your
house and also make her your wife, go to bed with her and
raise up children (Matthew 22:24, Deuteronomy 25:5). Few
present day Christians want to keep all of that law. Your
present wife probably would not like the idea of bringing in
another woman, and maybe your brother’s wife would not
like iit, either!

You cannot keep the Old Testament laws. If you are going
to try to keep them, keep them all.

If you know people who are bound by the commandments
and traditions of men, then those people need to see these
facts|that release men and women in the truth, freedom and
love of Jesus Christ. Those who feel condemnation for being
remarried need to see from the scripture that they are not
living in sin and adultery, and that the condemnation comes
from church and society, not God.
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IF YOU HAVE BEEN DWORCED AND RE
MARRIED TO ANOTHER MATE IT 1S NOT
SIN. GOD &T\LL LOVES YOU BUTT YOUR
PRESENT SOCIETY MAY CONDEMN YOU.
FOR YOUR OWN MENTAL WELL- BEING
1T MY RE NECESSARY TO L_EAVE A
CONFINING OR NARROW GROUP AND 10
START ANEW IN A SQCIETY THAT WILL A¢
CeEPT YOU.

It is not fair to condemn them and bind their future lives
forever with church doctrine, commandments and traditions,
based on what the Old Testament said, not what Jesus said.
This goes against some very hard and ingrained church tra-
ditions and laws not to remarry. It is very clear that the Bible
says not to get divorced. But if you do, the door is ajar, It
is not slammed shut. There is a way out so that you do not
burn; there is a way out so that you do not commit sin. Of
course, by then you should marry a Christian. In God there
is no condemnation. If you are saved by the blood of Jesus
Christ then sin is covered. Now go and sin no more. You are
not under condemnation for the past. If the blood of Jesus
did not serve to remit the sins involved in divorce then that
would be the unpardonable sin. According to “church tra-
dition” it is. The Bible says in verse 28, “thou hast not
sinned” if you remarry.
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Summary

To be forwarned is forearmed. Watch out in your own re-
lationships. As you find yourseli mating in soul realms you
will be able to identify what is happening.

Spirits must mate; souls need to mate; bodies need to
mate. Spirits mate with God. Souls mate on a communica-
tion basis and they mate across sex lines and within sex
lines. So let your spirit mate with God in worship and praise.
Let your soul mate with your spouse. You cannot stop soul
union at the office, school or church. In fact, under certain
conditions it is very desirable. But be on guard and set up
controls. Recognize what is happening and do not allow it
to enter the flesh realm, also. To mate with God in spirit is
the most important point. Unite with your natural mate (mar-
riage partner) in the soul realm as much as possible. If you
find yourself drifting apart, it could be because you are not
mated in soul. You are not thinking the same; you do not
talk the same language about any common interests, so
you drift apart. Mate in the soul realm with your natural
mate (marriage partner) and you will have a happy married
life. If you find that you are mating with someone else in the
soul realm, recognize the symptoms and control them. As
an example, it is quite proper for the pastor to be in soul
union with his organ player (even if they are not married to
each| other). She should watch his every move and select
songs and play music which represents the mood he is try-
ing to create. When he signals her with a gesture or a word
she should respond, and the service will move smoothly.
Since we have men and women working closely together in
church, school, office and factory, we demand that they re-
spond to each other and work smoothly. However, they
should know what is happening to each other, and keep
the responses in the right realm. Of necessity, a secretary
must respond to her boss with her soul not her body.
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In conclusion, the Bible approves of marriage. On the
other hand, Paul says:

1. Do not get married, because of a temporary situation
back then, but if you have to, it is all right, it is not sin.

2. Do not get divorced {separated), but if you have to,
it is all right, it is not sin.

3. Do not get remarried, but if you have to, it is all right,
it is not sin.

Finally, do not hold people in condemnation who have:
1) |been married or 2) gotten a divorce or 3) have been re-
married.

People who have gotten married are not necessarily bad
and there is nothing wrong with them, even if there are some
scriptures warning against marriage due to the temporary
situation back then.

In the same way, people who have become separated or
divorced are not necessarily bad and there is nothing wrong
with them, even if there are some scriptures warning against
separation and/or divorce.

Also, people who have gotten remarried are not neces-
sarily living in adultery and there is nothing wrong with them,
even if there are some scriptures warning against remar-
riage.

You must forgive someone who has done wrong in the
past if you are a Christian. Jesus said that if you do not for-
give other people then your Heavenly Father will not forgive
you (Matthew 6:9-15). Jesus also said that God will deliver
you to torment if you do not forgive others (Matthew 18:35).
That is too dear a price to pay for the temporary pleasure
of carrying a grudge.

Our Father, we pray that the Holy Spirit will engraft this
message and that this truth will be sent speedily to the lives
of those who so desperately need its freedom. In Jesus
hame, amen.
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AS YOU CAN SEE , LOVE AND MARRIAGE
FIT TOGETHER YERY NEATLY. WHILE PARENT-
HOOD AND SEX ENRICH MARRIAGE, ONLY LOV E
CAN GIVE IT TRUE MEANING AND INTEGRITY
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teaching the gospel of Jesus Christ. Much attention is given to
Bible research.

Subjects are centered around Jesus’ teaching that we are be-
coming Sons of God, Kings and Priests and Joint Heirs with
Christ. The school meets for evening sessions in private homes
and public meeting places on a regular schedule in the Har-
risburg, Pennsylvania area, in Washington, D.C., Fredericks-
Virginia, Wilmington, Del., and Baltimore, Md. Also week-
end seminars have been held throughout North and South
America, Europe and the Mid East. Teaching is at the adult and
young adult level. Presently there are no facilities for live-in

The Dfavid Ebaugh Bible School is a religious non-profit organi-
zation, Gifts are tax deductible.

David P. Ebaugh is an ordained minister and Bible teacher. He is
marrigd, has four children and lives in Harrisburg, Pa. He
Bible teaching on a part time basis in 1960 when he first
| to notice the double and parallel key to Revelation

' realm of engineering he has made significant contribu-
typewriters. He has set up production lines for missiles,

r of the Institute of Electrical and Electronic Engineers,
y of American Value Engineers and the Institute of In-
dustrial Engineers.



This is a faith ministry.

Booklets in this series are sold for

Also, one booklet is free on request

to anyone requiring financial assistance.

Please share this truth with your friends

David Ebaugh Bible School

35 Moyer Lane
Shermans Dale, PA 17090

Find Us on Facebook!
Visit Our Website at www.debibleschool.net


Reuben
Typewritten Text

Reuben
Typewritten Text
35 Moyer Lane
Shermans Dale, PA 17090

Reuben
Typewritten Text

Reuben
Text Box
Find Us on Facebook!
Visit Our Website at www.debibleschool.net





