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ADVENTURE ... FOM.... EXCITEMENT.. .. PETER PAN WAS
INNOLVED IN |1 ALL. “TRE ONLY TviING HE DIDN'T DO WAS
GROW oP’f




"How old are you ?"

"I don't know, " he replied
uneasily, “but 1 am quite voung
.. 1 ran away the day 1 was
born.

"It was becavse 1 heard father
and mothers,” he explained in
a low voice, “talking about
what 1 was 1o be when 1
became 3 man.” He was
extraovdinarily agitated now.

"1 dont want evetr 1o be a man,”

he said with passion. "1 want
always to be a litkle boy and
to have fon. So 1 ran away
1o Kensington Gardens and
lived a long time among the
fairies.”

HAVE CHRISTIANS -

INVENTED ‘(.. il 172
THEORIES N ]%Eﬁ
LIKE THE @ g

"RAPTURE" IN ORDER TO
AVOID THINKING ABOLT
GROWING UP ?

In case you're a little rosty
when it comes to children's
literature, what you jost read
Was a quote from "Peter Pan’
by James M Barrie,

Okay, what's Petec Pan
downg in the “Monarch” of al\
places® Well, Peter was, youll
femembey, the lktle boy whe
decided to never gvow UP.
He went from one great adven-
1ure 1O the next : killing
pirates, Sighting off \ndians,
flving freely all over Wever
Never Land. He made no
commitments to anyone but
himself and forgot his friends
as soon 3¢ they weve out of
sight .

WHEN PETER “9
COULDN'T K2
HANDLE <@~
WINGS WEe 2=
JUST "FLEW AWAY."
Althovgh Peter engaged n
plenty of high adventure he
was, over all, a rather +tragic

figure. He had no positive
aim or purpose, only an ayowed

determination 1o nevet grow up.

1 thought of Peter Pan asl
was studying Dave's tape, "50ns
of God " in preparation for
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writing this months article.
[t occurred 1o me that t{he
prospect of growing up and

taking on responsibility & a
frightening one to many people.
Then it occurred to me that
many Christians are living out
ihe same comic tragic role as
Peter,

Those Of VS With adventuresome
spir ks long 1o be free. We
want to explore, 1o know, to
experience, We want our c3ke
and we want to eat & too.
And why not?  Why should
we haye to pay a price -for
enjoyment 2 Why is it that we
have 1o face the prospect that
once we eat our cake t's gone
forever and will neyer be again.

] AW, WHAT'S WRONG R°
: HONEY 7 i

i1 ATe my P
10| CAKE - Now/ |-~
T ALL GONE [0
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Surely God has some beitter
way planned for V2. There has
10 be 3 Way for us 1o be Sree
1o come and go 35 We please
and not have 10 pay the pipex’
Responsibility | Who wanis
responsibility 7 That soonds
100 heavy, 1oo hard, it cramps
our style. After all, Jesuvs
s3id His yoke is easy and His
burden is light. Right? Right!

=

GROWING =——=
UP MEANS ———,
TAKING ON =—=13

When we float back down to
earih and do some serious Soul
searching we realize that hie's
greatest pleasores & adveniures

r— result from commitment and
2 vesponsibilily,  True freedom

15 a result of maiourity. A
baby sel 4ree in a forest faces
cevriain death from exposure,
hunger or wild animals. He's
not ready for freedom and it
will only end in tragedy. On
ihe otner nand, a trained woods:
man could explore and enjoy
himself immensely in the
inickest jungle. He's learned
how 1o be Sree. He's
committed himself to \earn
the ways of the junale and
knows he's responsible for his
own welkare.

LETS LEARN /S

OF

Inoa Ihke manney, life can
kill vou 1 vou've not Properly
prepared for ik. 1'm appalled
3t how many Christians wany
to die. They‘re actually
looking forward to deatn .
Why 2 Because they hNayen’t
learne_d Now 1o live. No one
can live in a Never Never land
forever like Peter Pan does,

We're living in a real world
and In order” to find Fo\fillmeny
N this world we've got to plug
n 1o the One who made 1%
all and learn from Him  how ik
WOrkKs and how wWe can work
with ik, We've had enocugh
o% going the way of all flesh,
We wank some of that aboun-
dant Wfe Jesus talked about
CAonn 10:10). =

NEVER
NEVER =
LAND ?
A NICE PLACE T0 Via(T BuT

1 WOULDN'T WANT 1O LWE
THERE .

For many Christianse, Aheir
chureh has beceme thewr Never
Never Land. It's a place
where they can escape a few
times 3 week and hear fabulous
iales of how 1t once was or
how it ought to be. They're
enraptured for a few Mmoments
but often forget the sermon
before they shake the pastor's
hand on the way out the door,
They neyer learn how to grow
up and live i a real world
with real troubles, trials and
Aribuiations,

A MATURE SON of GOD,

Thats what our lessen is
about this momth,... growing
uP, becoming a8 matuve son
(ox dauvghter) of God. We
have some Bible stody material
for you that we don't belheve



is available anywhexe else,
Orce you seek, it will all fai\
into ®\ace so logically vyov
won't help but e able ta
vndevstand. “Tnis lesson \s
going to hele you grow uLP
and learn 1o lwe right here
in this tremendovs, wonder4ul,

Srightening , mean, beautiful world.

CHECK
OUT OUR
CHART ! Sp
First, take 3 look at our

chart, You'll see that there
are Sour leyels of maturity

spoken of in the new Testament.

We went to the Greek texk
and found there are four
different @reek words in the
New Testament that ouv
translators have all transiated
as son or child, These fSour
words all mean “sen” but each
one rekers to a son n 3
difSerent stage of growih.
— ——
THE TerM  omer e
“60NS of GOD :
HAS MORE AW T &,
ONE MEANING N
IN THE ORIGINAL GREEXK.

So, when the term " Sons oY
God~ is Lsed in the New Test
ament” 1t may be referring to
an immature son, an adolescent
son or a fully manifested son,
Seeing the difference sheds a
whole new light on scripiure.

™6 l%\/
EXCLVLSIVE
INFORMATION. gf )

(

1 NEVER HEARD
ANYOME TEACH THIS,

for wnstance, *ake Romans
8:V4-lb. L reads like this,
““For 3s many 3s are \ed by
the Spwil of God thev are
the sons of God. " For we
have nol received the spirit

PETER PAN

RIGHT NOW
WE'RE GOD'S
TeeNAGER'S (TEKNONS),

In verse & tne Greek word is
HUIQS . which means n this
case a fully manifested son.
That makes sense becavse to
be \ed by the Spinit 1 1o be
mature. But n verse \b
the Greek tevm for children
s TEKNQN whien 15 the
equivalent of our word teen-
ager or adolescent. We are
Gods teenagers right now.
We‘re not folly manifest.

WE HAVE Py
SOME 9
GROWING UP
0 DO!

Doesn't 1hat make sense ?
We're God's children (TEKNQNS)
but we have some growing up
o do before we become His
fully manifest sons (RUIOS).
We're on the way but we're
not there vyet.

The four Greek Words trans:
\ated variovsly son, maiden or
child are PAIDION, PALS, T4{KNON
and HUIQS.  PAIDION means
baby or infant. PAIY means
young child. TERKNON means
adolescent and HULO4 means
son. HUlQ$ sometimes refecs

to a son in any stage of growth
buk often means a mature son.

PAIDION

BAIS B o3
T¢KNON s
HUIOS =

We'll 1alk about au four words
and you'll see how thewr vS3qe
in the Bible really helps vs
vnderstand ovr matoring process.

PAIDI PAI

We've arouped these 4wo
together becavse they botn
deal with children 12 years
o\d or under.  PAIDIGN being
babies, PA\% being 1oddlers
and vp. We've put references
in our chart that show this is
ndeed now they are ysed in
the Biple.

PAIDION

1he one reference that doesn’t
seem 1o Sit unki\ you undersiang
Jost what Jesus was saying s
John 25, Jesus Was callingdo
Ris disciples. K was shortly
afxer His resurrection (which
they didnt seem 10 understand),
They really seemed tq be at a

of bondage again 1o fear,
but we have veceived the
Spiril of adoption, where by
we cyy Abba Fatnher ' The
Spint itself vearetn witnews
with our spirik, that we are
the children of God,”

\Vol8)

= 1

Here's a simple wavy
1o tell just how mature

are. Al you have

X0 do 15 answerx this one
\ittle apestion...,

Do I vse others to
meet my needs? Or do
allow myselt to be
Q vsed 1o meet others needs™?

27




PETER PaN

SONS of GOD

TRANSITION - RESPONSIBILITY = MATURITY

PAIDION PAYS

BABY CHILD

MOTHER’'S RESPONSIBILITY -

CIRCUMCISION - LUKE 1159 - 8™ DAY

BADY CHILD ,T6T
INFANT : TOPDLER
NO RULES YOUNGSTER
NOT RESPONSIBLE PRE-SCHOOL
il ELEMENTARY _
MATT, 2:89,\\,13,\4 MATT. 17:1% - CURED
18:2-3 ;19:13 LUKE 2:43 - TWEW

JOHN 3:3-5
LUKE. 1:50 - CIRCUMCISE
JOHN 21:5- ANNY MEAT ?

LAW or MOSES g;%

seiT

SON of GOD - MAT.26:64; MARK I14:62y JOHN 20:3¢
LUKE 22:70; JOWN 9:37

PASSOVER
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CETER PAN

S of GOD

‘\'PANS\TION QESPONS\B!LITY MATURITY

T<KNON

ADOLESCENT
1 JOHN 3:1-2

HUIO S

SON (HEBR.2:10)
GAL.4:5; ROM.8:23, EPH. I-5

< FATHERS RESPONSIBILATY »fec—

OWN RESPONSIBILITY
AND

RESPONSIBLE FOR OTHERS

BAR MITZVAH - LOKE 243
13 YEARS (12)

MARRIAGE

ADOLESCENT
TEENAGER
JUNIOR HiGW
NG SCAODL
APPRE NTICE
TRADE SCADOL
ADVANCED SLnpDL

SON

DESCENDANT
OF FSPRING .
5OME 0
ADVANCED SCHOOLS Ty

MATT, 23:37 . GATHER
MARK 1024 - R\CHES

LUKE 15:3) -ELDER SON  §
LUKE 16°25- RICA MAN

JOHUN 1112 -POWER "o Beaow\e
1COR, 4:(4 -WARN YOU
GAL.4:10-DESIRE LAW

b EPH.

MATT. 4:3-06
le-1b
GAL. 4:5
ROM. &: 14
8:23%
1.5
210

HEB.

GOSPEL OF GOSPEL ©OF
CARCUMCISION UNCIRCUMCISION
SouL BoLY
SON of DAVID - MiRACLES SON of MAN
PENTECOST TABERNACLES
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loss as to know what %o do
Jesus wWas gone, they haq no
direction. So Peter decided

he Was Qoing Sishing .

The Holy Spirit had not vet
come. As Sar as spwitual
maturity qoes, these quys
were bavies, PAIDIONS, and
thats what Jesus called them.
They were ouvt in thew boat,
not catching a thing. Jesus
was on shore and called 4o them
" PAIDIONS, do vou have any
meat ?*  Now this is really
kind of comical. The situatian,
Jesos’ chowe of words - He knew
1hat at that pont they couldn't
be held responsible for thew
acts. He knew they had no
meat \n the spivitual or physical

He didn't reprimand them, Who
would eyer spank a baby that
can't even sit up or comrol its
bowels 2 No one! Jesus only
gave them encouragement because
He knew their siate of maturity,

GOD DOESNT
TREAT ALL
K15 CHILDREN

That's Why some Christians
can get away witn things and
olhers can't. Some are at the
PAWWION stage and others have
matured 1o the PAVS or TEKNON
stage. Toddlers often get
reprimanded for things that
babies get away with. With
maturity comes vYesponsibility.

TEKNON

This is no doubt the most
frustrating stage of growtn
both in the physical and in our
spiritual development. Teen:
dgers aren't qouite adults bot
they ‘re not little kids either
They get rules piled on them
oneg day, taken off the next and
repiled the %ollowing day. They
resent being a child but they're

30

PETER PAN

not vet capable of taking on
the responsibilily of adulthood.

In the PAIDION stage there is
no law., Babies can do any-
thing and get away with it.
At the PALS stage the law is
laid down straight and simple -
Don't go out of the vard! Don't
touch the stove! Don't!
Don't! Don't!

At the T&KNON stage the
law 15 in shambles. One day
it's In effect, the next davy
it 1sn't. Parents are as
anxioLs for the child to grow
up 3% the child Is, They let
him experiment with his
Sfreedom but slap the rules
back on when he takes
advantage of thew good will.
It's a very upsetting time,

THE PAS HAY e
NQ LAW..THE (N5
PAWION 15 T g o
UNDER STRICT LAWS, haief/
N\ THE TEKNON
Leex \S UNDER LAW

wen ONE DAY -OLT

= TAE NEXT - AND
THEN UNDER AGAI.

We belieye most of vs are
right now in thic TEKNON stage
of growth. John says in his
epistle, "Behold what manner
of love the Father hatn be -
stowed on uvs, that we should
be called the sons (TEKNONS)
of God; Therefore the world
knoweth uvs not, becavee it
knew Him not. Beloved, now
are we the TE¢KNONS of God,
and it doth not vet appear
what we shal\l be, but we
Know that when He shall
appear, we shall be like Him
Lo we shall see Him as He is.”

TEENAGERS £
seEM 10 BENT
ALNBNS  “
CRALLEN@NG THE RULES,

Right now we're
apprenticeshnip.

in an
We're learn-

ing our Father's ways. Some
of Ls like tnhe protection and
safety of the law (Gal.4:19).
Others are trying to step out
of the law before they re
ready.

“THE LAW 15 OuR &¢
BUT... GOME
CARISTIANS
FIND FALSE
SELURITY IN T
‘Ef _ OTWERS WANT
N T0 LEAVE \T
PEFORE THEYRE
m READNM.

15 we all knew for sure what
direction we were heading-it
would help. A teenager with
some goal or direction sure
avoids a lot of the pikSalls
of life. We're going to scoct
ovt of the TeKNON stage now
(at least in this article) and
talkk abouvt HLI1OS.

HLIGS
SecreamscIEEeenY

Qur main goal as Christians
¢ 10 grow up and be mature
sone (HUIQS) of God. Now in
1he physical realim we don't
ever have to mention growing
up 85 8 goal. Growing up
comes naturally. But, like
Peter Pan, 1 think many
Christians van away the day
they were born (born again) to
play with the faires.

In order to grow up we have
to come ouvt from uLnder the
[aw. & the law 15 removed
before we're veady it can be
plenty dangerouvs. A teenager
is not allowed to drive 3 car by
himse\f until he's had
nstructions and passed a
driving test. Thats a \aw
and t's a good law at that,
and may it neyer be vepealed.
But once he's passed the test
he doesn’'t need that law any
more . It's Sor the next gquy
that comes along, not him !

IX's passed away with the psing
(Co\.2:22), God has given vs
laws that help us attain



spiritual and mental maturty,
But, like the rules and laws we
mete opt to our children we
find that we can't be kept under
foreyerx.

RULES § LAWSG
CHANGE AS
WE MATURE.

For example, @ toddler is tod
1o NEVER, NEVER touch the stove.
Why ?  Becavse it might be
hot or there might be a pan of
scalding Water on it that he
cou\d easily tip over. He's not
yet coordinated enough or mature
enough to deal with these
dangers o we tell him NEVER
“ovucH “THE STOVE.

ém:égeu &

(PAY)
HAVE STRICT
STRAIGHT FORWARD RULES

But now the kid's sixteen
vears old. You want to go
away for the weexend and he
wants to stay home. He has
1o eat. That rule he once had
“NEVER TOUCH" (s repealed
because now he Can recognite
fire or 3 hot pan (we Nope).
And he can vse that appliance
that was once entirely off
limits 1o help sustain him and’
aiye him nourishment and pleasure.

TEENAGERS
HAVE MORE

COMPLICATED
RULES.

“Have ye not read what David
did when he was an hongeved
and they that were with him;
How he entered into the houvse
of God and did eat the shew-
bread, which was not lawful for
him to eat, neither for them
which were with him, bout only
for the prieste ¢ Or have ve
not read in the \aw, how thaton
the sabbaih days the priests
in the temple profane the
sabbath, and are blameless 2
(Matt. 12:3-8), That's Jdesus
himse\§ talking. What's He
saying? Just what we've been

PETER PAN

saying, There's a time %or law
and a time when it's 10 be
yepealed.

e DAY i
BROKE- B \iﬂ;\\
NOSES' LA ffgi)

We are not ddvocating amarchy,
We are not s3ying the law is no
good or that there’s no need for
it. What we are saying is that
we must grow up and become
mature enough to know how to
operate in the freedom and
IBerty Jesus Christ brought

vs.
Our object is not to \eave

ine \aw but to \earn ‘o operate
withun the fruit of the Spirit
which 15 love, oy, peace, long-
suffering, gentleness, goodness
faith, meekness, temperance;
and aganst such there is no
law (Gal.5:22,23),

WE WANT T”‘

COLTIVAT E (oo
ARE FROIT OF THE SPIRIT,

God sent Jesus to redeem s
that we might recieve the
adoption of sons (HUIQ4)-Gal.4:5,
He blotted cut the handwriting
of ordinances that was against
vue, which was contrary ‘o s,
and ook it out 0§ the way,
nailing it 1o His cross (Co-2:\4).

"Our old man 15 Crucified
with Him , that this body of
sin might be destroyed, that
hence for+h we should not sevve
sin!"(Rom 6:6). "For I was alwe
without the \aw once ; but
when the command ment came,
sin vevived, and I died."” (Rom.74)

"So when this corrupilible
shall have put on incorruption,
and this mortal shall have put
on wnmortality, then snall be
brought to Pass the saying that
is written, Death s swallowed
up \n victory. O deaih, where
is thy sting? O grave, where is
thy victory 7 The sting of death
is SIN; and the strength of SIN
is the LAW." (T CoR.15:53-56)

-This can be dangerous *
teaching. M's not for the
immature. “We have been
called unto liberty only vse

not \iberty as an occasion ta
the fSlesh but by love serve
one another " (Gal.5413).

VSE YOUR
LI\BERTY
TO HELP
OTHERS...

...NoT 10
INDULGE

o N
@ YOUR OW
\ gé"ib LVST,

—

- o

The word is "GROW UP* don't
serve sin any longer. Face vour
responsibility.  Only by giing vp
your soulish ways can you Sind

WE CAN -

GROW OP

Jesus proyided the way --
now 1ake ddyantage of it. Roe
what is the good and acceptable
and perfect will of God (the
transfor matien of our bodies-
Rom. 12:1-2).

We can come into maturity,
We can grow up. Most Christians
can identify at times with
Peter Pan, The prospects of
responsibility and maturity may
be frightening 1o some but (ts
only in them tnat we find
fulMfillment , purpose and drive
in life.
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SOBTITLE & A GooD DADDY

. ONE. BUT ONE DAYX....

AS DIFFERENT RULES ForR ALL MIY KIDDIES.

NOTE:

RESEMBLANCE OF

THESE CHARACTERS

To ANY FAMILH Yoo

MAY KHow 15 NOT

PURELY COINCIDENTAL,
LyE

_HE SAD To WS DARLIN
FIVE YEAR oLD DAULGHTER.

RIDE NGT THINE TRICKCLE
BEVOND YONDER BusH-

s =

HERE ONCE WAS A Good

DADDY WHO HAD FOLR.
LITILE WIDDIESE THREE DARLING
DAOGHTERS AND ONE DARING SoN.

“THE DADDY LOVED ALL
FOUR... NOT ONE ABOVE THE
OTHERS OR THE OTHERS ABWE

¥ THE DARLING FIVE YEAR oOLD wWAS

— -

+ TWELVE YEAR oLDS BEING BoTd DARLING
AND DARING NEED AT TIMES To HAVE
SreRN WARNINGS ACCOMPANY THEIR RyLESs,

YERR oLD DAUGHTER He M
THIS Aunouucemenrﬁﬁ o

TO YONDER CORNER
YE MAY RIDE.
GO TWoyp BEvVOND ‘;
t AND 'L TAN THINE H"DE-, \% "

SUBMECT TO "THE LAW 0f THE BOSH.”

—

—)
... AND TO Hi1%5 DARLING SWTEEN
YEAR OLD DAUGHTER HE CAUTIDNED..

ON THE BYWAYS AND MINOR HIGHWAYS

YE MAN DRWE THE CAR,
ON THE FREEWAY THERE 'S NO LEEWAY

S0 DRWE Nol TAAR MY DAR,

i
OF;

3

—

AL

| > AGoob DADDY HE WAS.. APOET HE wAS Ao,
DAR 16 DEAR. (POETIC LICENGE YoU KNOW).)




PETER PAN

R L S T CEN
. AND “HEN To HIs DARNG ™
TWENTY ONE YEAR OLD SON

HE SAID....

THE HIGHWAXS AND FREE WAYS
NE MAY DRWE AT wWiLL., IN

TUINE ARPLANE THOU MANEST
FLY AND BE FREE FROM ALL
EARTHLY TRAFFIC LAWS,

m."i".'r M N P L I sy e,

e

¥ HE REALLY DIDN'T AVE To TeLL Hig
SonN TS - BUT 1T WAS GODD FoR THE

DADDYS EGO.

L]

3
&
Ll

- L}
L]

.. UNDERNEATH, ALL FouR KIDDIES
WERE. SURE THEIR DADDY LOVED

\
U] AneM . BUT NONE THE LESS...
| CRov
P WAMPR , HE GETS TO GO Loy
‘ AN WHERE. .
3
‘ }-—h | SURE Love
MY DAD BUT
(31 WE GoT TO
= GET out ou
vm M OWN!
Tue GoobEST DADDY MAKES ROULES HI6
M IN TIME... HE EXPECTS

WIDDIES CAN HANDLE.
KIDDIE S TO oUTGROW THE RULES, \F
DERSTOOD .. THE LAW ok e BOSH
' (ol 22T

TE

T oMLY UN
bAg\é_su-T LAST FOREVER..

OKAY  BOY'S...
CHE(K. ALL YWOUR
HARDWARE .. NOW

EPH. 6:10-18

13. PUT ON TRAE
FOoLL ARMDR OF
GOD, 50 THAT WHEN
THE DAY OF EVIL
COMES | YOoU MAY
BE ABLE TO <AlD
NOLR GROUND.

KEEP ON TAE ALERT.
TIE ENEMM 19 Oou

WHERE ARE You Gow'?
NEY! GET BACK HeRe !
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