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THE ELEMENTS SHALL

INNOCENT
BYSTANDER

(sLARED SILLY)

We're oong to tal\k thig TH]NGS IN S[OR

time about the destruction
of the earth. THE ELEMENTS
SHALL MELT WITH A FERVENT
HEAT. Did you every hear
that one? Preachers have
a hayday withik. Lord wil-
ling we're going to show yo
that the elements are not
qoing 10 melt even though
X 23ys they are. There is
much deepey meaning 10 these
word s in Tl Petes. God has
Dettex knings for us Yo look
Sorward to Ahen e destruciion
of the world.
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THEOLOGIAN

WITH FIERWVE

ARMCHAR

POL\TE
L\STENE

GOD WAS

FOR US... &=
Ever since | was @ small cnid
| remembey listening with
dread o stories avouvt God
putting an end to this o\d
world , just letting the whde
1ng go up in smoke . ) was
horyvified . The stories ve -
mained 3s an unpleasant
thougnt in the back of my
mind. 1 accepted them as
fact and for a long time
waited subconsciovsly (and
N bad momeMs consciously)

THERE MUsT GE
DEEPER MEANING HERE

«éde DON'T YOU BELIEVE IT(!

muERe ARE ENDUGH
COMBUSTIALE MATERIALSY T Bulm

THE wHoLe WoRLD UP RNO Now
WE Haye N

LT
Zis.cIb,

L]

NY

ATomic Bomas,
| RLay  Blian ..,

for ihe big B\FF -BAM-BOOM
and the end,

As | grew older 1 Neara
Stories of “OVERKWL' \ knew
That with the development.
of atomi¢ and nuc\ear weap-
ons 1t was now possible ina
veytv g‘ea\ sense For ihe in-
evitable ‘o take place. Th
V.S, and U.5.5.R. have, iz\’\Ef
massed enough explosives
e vlow up tne whole worlg

3 ieX Yimes over, Qo
WE ARE FR
2D 8,
PROPHETS j}// 5=

o¥ HOPE.

(uoT Doen)




ELEMENTS MELT

Thoughts like that don'k
make me fee\ very good.
know there's no place on
eartn | can qo to €scape 3
catastropne like that. 1%
brings some comfork 1o Know
my Arust (s in the Lord bot 25
yeX He's sent no insivoc -
xions %o build an ark as Naah
did or a bomb shelter 3
some Nave done more Yecenily.
The “rapture” theory doesnt
help much cavse ik just doesn't
make sense oncee you shart 1o
study the Dible. ) need 2
betkey and surex Nope and
| believe the scriplures give

Now 1§ you like Xo @%cave
vyourse\§ and everyone \ist-
ening with stories of e wo\d
burning up or Xilting ox Pe\ng
blown of§ ts axis or even out
of s orbik,fine- stick Ao k.
But | would like fo svagesT
tnat the Bibl\e does veveal
an alternative plan for Vs,

1I¥ YoU LIKE

YING TO s WA ME L
;rg ARE ?I-OP‘:E O if%
INTO HEAVEN. Y., 7%
Kﬁﬁ? 1T UP. :

Throvah much serious Bible
study - checking word meani
andusage - ik Nas become clear
o some Bible teachers thax
there w» a great Possibility God
has no plans whatsoever fov
5etting a match 10 his old
ball we live on. Changing the
order of things? Yes. Physically

WHERE's 6T PRTEl

~ We'll start our Bible study
N Fenesis, move on ko King
David and 1he Psalms, then
we'll pay particular attention
1o 1he word ‘element and its
vse by Peter and Paul. We'\l
vead of three worlds; one
ihat was and already per-
1sned,one tnak1s and one
that ie yet to come. We'\\
s¢e that we have hope and
can overcome the kvibula -
Aan set before us. We're nat
savying theve won't be Aroub-
le ahead but we are saying
we odght to bPe prepared for
ihe vight Kind of trouble and
be able 1o meet it deal with
it and *otally overcome it,
FirsX to Genesis. Now V've
always been tauvght that Gog
destroyed the world once with
watey and that He promised
never to do it again,at \east
not witn water. Next time, \
was told, it woula be with fire.
Nexy considerate \ thought. Well
‘ets turn ta GQenesis and see
what Ged actually s3awd.

GOD PROMISED N
SGENESIS NEVER.. BY
e suae we ios ANY MEANS...OR IN
ANY WAY TO DESTROY ux xwt LORD'S
THE WORLD, :;J;‘;“ﬁ::'nl_

GENES\S 8:21%22 "And the (NOW N“ eh

Lord smelled a sweet 9avour)

and tne Lord s3id in Ws heart,
| will not agan curse the grovnd
{for mans sake ; for the imagy-
ination of Mans heark is evi\
Srom his Youth i NEITHER wWiLL §
AGAIN SMITE EVERY LIVING
THING AS | HAVE DONE, “wHile

Ihe earth remainetn, seedtume
and narvest, and cold and heat,
and summey and winker  and day

GuALL REIOWE Q

KING DAVID

REVEALED THIS .
TRUTH WHEN ~

HE SET THE
ARK OF THE TESTAMENT
IN THE TABERNACLE WE
PREPARED FOR IT.

This isn’t 3 lesson on the
Tapbernacle of David,we’ll have
xhat for you soon .Thne vestor-
ation of ine Tabernacie of
Dawvid has much to dowih
New Age truth, & was when
David was setting the Arw
of the Testameny in the tab-
evnacle he prepared for it e
Jevusalem that he wrote these
lines," The world also 4ha\l be
gtable that iy shallnot ve
moved (1 (nron.\6:30).

Now inhat is neat. Dawvd was
a man aster Gods own heari,
It's fyom Davids Psalms that
we learn moch about the mer-
cy and longsuffering of God,
it yust seems vight tnat we
should learn from them that

God s 0ok going to destroy the
world, e ’?"‘/‘\9
T

THE TREES

05.06010) . S0
’UD(‘“:E:ILIE( e GOI)N G 10 REJorCE

BURNING VP

s good to Xnow the jodg-
ments of the Lord ave Arue
(Psalm 10:9), We can vejoice ak
ine Ahought of s judgment,
we don't naye to \ve in fear
and dread 6% the destruction
Wwe have been 1aught v will
pring . Thexe are two sides 1o
the oin and we have 3 sure
hope of txivmph and victery
us,

and night shall not cease.” set DETOEWE DAY ox 108 LORD
This wase right aftey the §lood. ?'{D 16 LAKE & MAN , o v
What did God 93y? Not just that w2 ~ o

‘ o
G e wouldn'k destroy euexy liv- guuNiNG N, o =2 ‘é‘.
/' \ng thing with waktex but that crom A "R 1=) B s

destroying plants,animals
people ljo. and

GOD% NOT GOING 3¢
To BURW 1T. Sl

ool

s
\:%"' , ; \b&\f nlrfg
—— S

Bear withus, read on and you
willsee emerge from scripture
a future tnat 15 Much more \n
line with *he ways of 2 God of
love , 3 God who rvevealed His
name to Moses as"The Lord,
the L.ord God, mercifu\ and
graciovs ,longsuffering ,and 2
pundant in goodness and Yruth,
Xeeping mexcy for Ahovsands,
forgiving iniquity and tvans-
gression and S\ (Ex.34:5-7).

¥/ 7 WE WOULDN'T DO \T AGAW N ANY

WAY OR BY ANY MEANS Prew!
NOW | CAN LOOK AT A

RAINBOW AND

1T, P
Wwhat 3 relief! Now when |
look at a raimbow | can "Nave
vea\ peace , What comfork s W
%o 1hink “Well no more big Flood
but look oul for that fire 27
Now | ¢an knoew the wovrld 14
established and will not be
moved (Psalm93:1;96:10). That
will bring us to Xing David.

AND BUMPIN' INTO A BEAR.

NeX 1he scriptures do tell
vs the day of the Lord 1snot
10 be desired . Amos says Woe
unto vou who desire the day of
the Lord'!To what end 1s v for
you? The day of the \lord \%
dacrkness and not light. As S a
man did flee from a lion and
a vear met him ;or he went
inta the Nouse and leaned on
the wall, and 3 serpent bk hm
Shall not the day of ine Lord
be darkness and nok \ighil
Even very dark and no bright
ness in &7 Zs



./l 7
LIGHT DISPELS =
DARKNESS b — =
WE MUST BE /’ YN
READY FOR

THE RIGHT WIND OF TROUBLE,

Yes, 't will be darkness and
Confusion for Yhose who are
not prepared for it .But we are
children of \ight and W\ght dis
Pels darkness. Many will be
lost and mis\ed in the day of
ine Lord because thney canncy
vnderstiand what is happening
Many will stumble and 4a\l as
thewr traditans and rules
crumbolg around them , only
that which cannopt be shak-
en wil( stand (Heb. 12:27).

We believe the whole suia-
ek in Hebrews \T and \dvev
as we snall see in TPetex is noX
litera| destruction of rees,
gras s, mountains, homes, etc,
but the crumbling and tearwnyg
apart of manmade x*raditions,
rules and 13ws ,ways of living
we have been securem and
have xhought and taught
were God's ways.

We Now see God crosses
a\l cultura)l and historical bar
riecs, Things our grandmoth-
ers thought were terribly
sinful (short dresses  men with
long hair) are now laken for
granted, Dress codes, mar-
rviage (odes, socially accept-
3able conduct all ¢change Arxom
culture to culture and *\:\rous\\.
out nistory , \n many societ
ies 1t s pe l"f&("”\‘( lega\ fov
a man o nave more %han
one wike - nerk \nthe vnited
Giates ik \s Wega\..... we
call 1t bigdamy. When our mis-
sionaries have gone *o fSor-
ewgn courtteizs to Spread the
agospel, Many times they car-
vied along our sociekies vules
and impesed them upon *he
pecple they wece evanc,eli-unj
so 35 to Imply these vules
were ovdained by God.

THE * ELEMENTS ARE

ACTVALLY /

RULES AND
TRADITIONS §

We Mo st see *thak ovr voles
and standards of conduck
nave nothing fe do wikW
rignteousness. God \ocoks on
xhe intent of the hneacrk
not ouler show ov appearandes,
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ELEPIENTS MELT

we'ye oeen dalking about
ouv religious and socis\ tra-
ditions falling apart. We
have %aid this i5 what Peter
was talking 3bout in his sec-
ond epistle’ rainer than 4ne
earin we live on burning up
So we c:ugv\'t Ao Rurn -\-o .
T Peter 3 and see what vk is

really s3dying.
PETER TALKS

A-BOUT
REAVENS
E’ﬁ D 3 EARTHS.

Peter 4alks about -\'\';r:t
heavens and three eavtng .
\_33-, eread it in T Peter 3:57%3
* By ne word of Gzod *he heav-
ens wevre of old and the avth
s4anding out of xhe water and
n the w‘a":‘f:t k w“:}e(:a\c:;fn-k_he
world that THEN w zin
overslowed with water PeR-
ISHED: " bu* the heavens and
e earth which ace QJ_Q_\AJ! by
the same word are Kept \n
store resecrved unts fire a-
gainst the day of judgmenX
and perdition of ungodiy Mmen,
. .. 'TNever thelegs we accord-
ing to His promise  look for
NEW heavens and 2 NEw
earth , wherein dwei\exn
vighteovsness. "

PETER SAY¢S THE

AVEN AN®
f;“!fRTH ALREADY
PERISHED, Bt i gntt

HERE

According to Peter e world
has already serisned. Bul ™S
W? There ave still trees , ani-
mals ,people ., What perished
was a whole Svystem of gov-
ernment, We wovld suggesk
inat the heavens and earth
vrefey to the governmenk
and the governed,

VEN = GOVERNMENT
“ﬁﬁmn = GOVERNED

Surely God’'s xnrone s not
90ing to be burned up and
His throne 1% \n ke heavens,
We are not going 1o have a
new God. Heaven s symbaxk
for Anhe seat of government
We will have 8 new system
of government,

As Sor the destruckion
0f the earth,we just read

in Genesis that God prom-
ised noX ko curse the grovnd
on account of Mman or to de-
skroy all \iving cxeakures as
He did at the \ime of Noah,

Lets read on vk more
in Petex .

T Petes 310 "But the
day of the \ord will come
as @ thief in the night ; in
the which the neavens
shall Pass away with a
great nowse, and THE ELE-
MENTS SHAL'L MELT WITH
FERVENT HEAT, the earth
also and the works therein
5?:’3“39 burned up.

vst casvally veady \
Verse ceﬂa?mz mgﬁ?é" ‘F’:,
sound as \f theve 1o yoing
“'t‘olbe 3 terrible, physical

Ql0Causk, with real hot fire
smelly smoke and mass de-
Struction. Now either theve
'S 3 conkradiction with what
God already promised in
Genesis or Petevr, /s talk-
ing about something else
altogether. we believe he o

talking about Somethung else,
PDOES Gop 1| HOPE
CONTRADICT s P
HIMSELF?

We've already discussed
the symboliem of heaven ¢
eartn, Lets take ancther
phrase Srom verse ten .THE
ELEMENTS SHALL MELT WITH
FERVENT HEAT, The subject
in T Petev is not Xxhe V0O
elements the scientistrs
have discoveved and lab-
led,bout rather the baswc
(elementaxy) principles of
religioos thinking - the \aw
of Moses.

‘ELEMENTS’ 1 STOIKHCION

IN THE GREEK

The Greek word used Sor
‘elemenis’ is STOICHEION, \%
comes from the woard SToic
Which means hard and un-
yeilding. The word s used
only seven Ximes in scrip-
ture, Twice in [ Perer it s
Aransiated ‘elements! Twite
in @Aatians (4.3%9) 1t 13 dlso
Yranslated “elements’. 1t is
translated rodiments’ twice
(€0l.2:8420) and principle ‘once
(HEB, 5:112),



WE'LL LOGK AT EACH

PLACE $TOICHEION 19
VSED IN THE BIBLE
AND SEE THERE 5 NO

boueT THAT IN EACH
CASE 1T VS REFERRING

THE LAW. ‘

GALATIANS 4:3-5 “Even
so we, when we weve e hild-
ven, weve \n vondage , under
ihe ELEMENTS (storcnerar ) of
the worid.* Byt when the
fullness of time was come,
God sent forin Wis Gon, Mmade of
woman, made under the 1aw,
fto redeem them that were
undey the (aw, that we might
receive the adoption of sons.

GALATIANS 4:9 “But now
afier ihat ye have Known
Grod, or vather are known of
Ged, haw turn ye again %o
4tne weak and beggerly EL-
EMENTS (STOLCH&'!QN? where -
unte ye desice toBe \n bond-
age 1" Ye obsevrve days,dnd
months dnd times, and years,
\ am agfald of you \es* \
have bestowed \goer on
you in vain.

COL . 2:8 "Beware lesi any
man $poil you through ehil-
osophy and vain deceit, after
the traditions 6§ men, aster
the RUDIMENTS (sTowneion ) of
ihe world, and nat after
Chvist,

COL. 2:20 “Whevesore 1§
ye be dead with Christ from
the RUDIMENTS (stowcHEion) of
the world ,why, as though
living in the world are ye sub-
ject to ordinances (Touch
not; taste not ; handle not,
which are to all perien with
vsing ) aftey the command-
menits and doctrines of
menZi”

HERBREWS 5:12 " For when
for the time ye oughk *O
be teachers,ye have need
ihat one teach vyou 3gain
which be the first PRIN-
CIPLES (sTOICHEIO™) of Yhe or-
acles of (tod; and are become
such as have need of milw
and not stromg meat |

YEP, EVERNTIME
T TALKNG aBoul
CRE LAW:

ELEMENTS MELT

There we Nave coveved
every inctance in the Bible
where the wovrd STowed gloN
{s used, 1 there any doubt
that in each case it is ve-
ferving to vulgs and laws
vather than \von tin cop-
pev,oxygen, helium and so on?

THE CHURCH

we will enter into the new
neaven and new eavin thwough
much Sivision . We will comein:
xo 1t by obeying what Jesus
teaches Nol wWhax Moses
taught, or for *hat mattey
what our chureh rule Pooks
teach,
CATHAOLICY

\ HAS BEEN {0
DIVIDING A\
PETER SPEAKS OF EVER SINCE  LUTH. ANABAPINTS

The Bible itseld estabuishes LUTHER DIVIDEDAM@URM“

that the ‘elements’ are actu-
ally rules and 1aws of men,in-
cluding the \aw of Moses . What
then is the FIRE Pelev o
{alking about? If we intex -
pret part of 4nis verse Sym:
bolically we must then in-

tevpret it all symbolically.

£ JESUS Sa\D
| R% HE CAME To
(AN gEND FIRE

UPON THE EARTH....

You’ll recall thak Jgsuvs said
He came 1o send fire uvpon
the earth. Luke.ll'.‘iq" 1 am
come O send Swe on *he
earth and whnat will | if i\
already be kindled? Bot \
have a baptism (in His mind
He s connecting the word fire
with the word paptiam ) to be
paptized with and Now am \
straightened until My baptiem
be accomewsned.”

what s Daptism? s 3 sep-
aration,a division. Getting vid
of dirt ,washing, 153 sepavar-
xion. Baptism is a divisien.n
xne vevrses Sollowing what Jesu
just 53id He shows He was talk-
ing of division. Lukke 2ip\ "oup-
pose ye inhat | have come o
bring Peace on the eavih? \
te\l you Ny, | have come Yo
bring divisien.”

FIRE p GASES
EOUALQ aPER AEIRE
DIVISION [/ xws carvon

FIRE = BAPTISM - Diwwis(oN

When you take a makch
and setl fire Xo something
the elements geparate . You
qet vavious qases ,carvons &
so forih, Baptism 3lso cauvies
a division. Kk separates you
Srvom the ol\d so the New Man
can come foryh. This baptism
or fire was ihe same five
Peter ,was talking about:
Fiae s DWISION,

THE CATHOLLC
CHURCH,

METHODISTS
PURITANS

This 16 3 very important
lessan. As you Know We are
not expecting & ‘rapiure’
to save Vs from the triwola
tion o come. We believe ne
Rible teaches plainly *hat
we will yemain right Neve on
eartn 'til God Nas completed
the wovr X He's begun \n LS.

Jesus said the time of the
coming of the Son of Man
is geing to be like the time
of Noahn. Tribulation removed
xhe bad Quys and gave itne
1ii\e deed of the world o
ithe good gQuys. We'\\ g0
i{nrough the same Proeess
again, Neah weni through
the *tribulation victoriously,
won cut over 1k n every ve
spect and ended vp KinGg OF
THE WORLD, Evervihing was
\..\-"_’_ N b

NOAH BE(.AE

RULER OF

THE WHOLE \\

WQQLB. HE OWNED T AL,
((.Ord,'t\q 1o desus jihe

meew shall inhexit the e@arth,
l always wondered how that
was possible. Well the story
of Noah shows vsone way. Noyh
inhevited the whole earth,
He got it all. He didn't have
1o fight and scheme forv ik,
F“mb ovev other peop's, push
em down,walk on‘em.He was
a meeX man and he fqund
Savor ot Ahe eves of ihe Lord.
God gave him the whole world,
We believe theye s con-
clusive ewvidence in the Qible
to show that thz world we
lve on 15 nok going to go up
in smo ke. Bout 1ha2 the rve-
ligious vules and 'aws , tne
social codes and way s we
have been taught are “cor-
veck) are going to soon crum-
ble around us., It s alvready

277



nappeming.

The old standards we
Vesed to judge good and evil
are jpst Salling apart and s
Causing many good Chriskians
to stumble and fall. We must
be aware of what is happeniyg
and vealize our rignteausness
is as filthy rags ,the on\y
righteousness we have (s in
Jesus Chrysy

JESUS SAILD...

LEARN MERCY Mart.ond

We canv'kx af{ord fo 9pend
time judging our broiher
or the world . We have *o
learn @ new way. We must
learn of love and mevey . The
worids systems may cromble
avound us bt God has Prom-
sed us & New Neaven and a
new carkn whervein dwelleth
righteovsnass, Qur Jocus
should be on it

We have no need to get
entangled in the social de-
cavy and turmoil around us ,
The Bible has told us it is go-
ing to hagpen. We can’t fight
it but we can come ovtof &
the winners. One day ,35tex
the smoke clears, this earth
is go0ing to Be oursi]

T

\awdul

ELEMENTS MELT

[Two PATHS .

There are two paths you
can take in view of the so-
<ial decay qoing on around us,
The pathe ave llusirated by
Jesus and John tne Baptist

ﬁ%og”“t‘ o\

— .

JOHN PoINT €D ouT HERODS SIN,

RememberHerod had taken
his brothevs wife and maryied
her. Now this was wrong , we
dont deny it. John felt ik nis
duty to point out Herod's sin.
He told Hevod right 1o N Sace
Anat Ne had done wrong n
Gods eyes. Well,doing this
cost Jonn his (15e . Herod had
hieo head chopped off.

¥,
IT COST JOHN 2\
HIS LIFE, i})

Now Jesus could have done
ihe same 3as John. But te ce.
mained silent avout Herod's
s\n . He didnt even try *to
Yescue John from prisom .,
Jesus had angther mission
and He put all His effert into
it.

JESUS PUT ALL
H1S EFFORT INTO

HI5 MISSION

(HE DIDN'T EVEN RESCUE ounQ

we believe the path lesus
chose was mere correct for
us. 1§ we waste time Sight
[ il Ahe crawny things go-
::C? l:.'.laf\ around u;r, poir}i\gﬂg out
all the wrong,its going to
cost LS our 'wes, God has net
intended that for vs. We're
10 focus on our Mission 1o
\earn mercy and obedrence
1o God, to bde c.or\formed xo
1he image of Cnrist,

voe GALATIANS 5:13

Ye nave been called unte 1\Devly
only vse not berty for an
occasion to the flesh but by
\ove ... seYVe one anothner.
AN AFTER TMOT... 1 COR.G\12410:2>

You see, the elemenis are
me\ting . Throwing water on
them won't save them (Matt.
12:20), What's hardest tosee
16 Anat iheywe not even Sup-
posed to be saved . God has
called vus to a highex <alling.
X has not been Gods way
Lo Xry To cnange the exist
INg order of things. Rather
He replaces it with something
altogether new.

We're told that new wine
shouldn’t be poured into old
winesking be cavse it will
Crack oY burst them, You
cannotl attack tne old sys-
Xem and expect & save
it. God is teaching vs new
ways and He needs people
who are pliable enough o
change and learn His ways.

OUR GOAL 1S ©

To &k CONFOorMED ||
T0 THE IMAGE OF CHRIST,

Ovex and ovex ana over a-
gawn W scriplure we're
told not 1o return Xo 4he
law. Yet we continue o
impose stif{ rules upon our
selves and believe tnen that
we ave Noly,

Ne wonder Pau\ called_the
Galatians fools, (Gral. 3:1t2)
There s a3 new ordey We
axe o be \ed by the Haoly
Spirit 3s Jesus was, We ace
not 1o follow *he example of
John the Baptist who wase
still bound by the law o}
Moses,

Only by fsllowing the an-
ointing of the Roly Spirit
will we come into life and
expeviencte the fullness ok

ovy jov I

.. ) will not be brougnt undev

but a\\ edify not...

Al *Rings ace \awful Bux not Bl Fhangs
\ ave expedient. .
ine poweyr of any... ALL things 2are




