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DIVODCE

AFTER MANN YEARS OF INTENSWE
BIBLE STUDY 1 HANE DECDED TRAT
THE UNPARDORABLE SIN 15 MOT DWORLE
1 AND REMARRIAGE. TUE ONLY REAL
] UNPARDOMNARLE SN 15 REMDVING WX
SCIG50RS ERODM MY DESIK DRAWER.
WITAOUT RETURMING TAEM.

FOR THiA TUERE SRALL BE NbO SoR-
CVENESS W TiHs AGE oR 1 THE AGE
To comE! {irs A JOKE “BOT 1T _SURE.

e < )

We opened with \wo chock: we're not going to quote

God got 4 dworce, And,Jews  ing statements. They're statisXice abovt divorce . We
disciples said it wasn't woxth 1rve statements and we'll qet know more and mote mavviaqes
getting marvied if W wasn't 1o Ahe prook of thern shortly hot drve failing each vear. And we
possible ko get a divorce. we wanted you 10 know rvight  know that every preacher worih

away that this isn‘t gowng his salk 15 decrying Ahis sorry
GCOD GOT ' d 1o be the ‘run ot the mit’ state of affaws. But, the
UN DIWORC.E S teaching about the subject of <hwreh’ Nas been grossly unfair

divovce when it comes o Nandling thie
AT subject and we hunk kS time 4o
’% 1 MARTA | DoN'T look 3t the Bible closely to see what
JESUS’ ' y LET THE K(DS it says about divorce & remarriage,
~—~ READ Dis VUN

Heng.
DISCIPLES P " :
SO VAT ? 5: il Qﬁ i T L DO g e Fessen well Sel :0\—: our

conclusion first. We do not



believe the Bible teacnes that
dworce and yemarriage ave
unforgivable sins, We do beleve
divorce is forgivable and that
remarriage is not 3 sin at a\l.
We do believe Jesvs gnd Paul
dealt construckively wikh these
problems and showed Vs how %o
cope wixh ‘hem, But in ovder
to undexstand them Wwe ace going
to have to sepavate what the
"ehoreh” says from what the
Bible truly says about diverce.

CAN Di5 BE?
DE CHURCH spy
VUN  TIiN(r
UN DER RiBLE
SAY ANUDDER

When we use the word “chuorcn
in this article we will be referving
xo the \eaders of many Aenominakions
and seckarian geovps and  even
misinformed (thovgh olken sincece)
chrisXians at al levels of *Temporal

auvthority .

The word “church” in the Bible
means all the believers \n Jesus
Christ who reside in 8 specific
geographical area. \n this arficle
we do not refer to all believers
like the Bible does, but rather
we use the popular sense of the
word “chgrdh” meaning the strues
tured sociely,

Lets take a look at T orinttwans
7 wWe'll okip the first park of
ithe chapter where Paul says W's
best not To get married n the
fivst place and go right 1o verses
VeI, Paul writes "And unto
the marfied 1 command  vet
not 1. bot the Loxd, Let not
ine wife depart from her hwsband:
But if she depaxt, let her
remain unmarried of be Yecondled
Xo her husband: and le{ nok 2
the husband put away his wife .,

PAUL DIDN'T
SLAM THE DOOR
ON SEPARATION
AND DIWORCE.

n yerse 10 Paul closed *he
door on separation by sa\qing
“\et not the wife depart.” But
in verse W he set it ajar by

PIVORCE

saying "Byt and \§ she depart)
vecognizing ihat some could not
Sollow the insiruction and they
wou'd have to depark.

A paster wWe know wWas
called o counsel a woman who
was haying marriage problems,
Sne had theee LXtle children in
diapers, Was pregnant wwlhn

Yhe fourih and her arms and \egs

were black and blue from beat-
ings soffered from a cruel
drunken husband. “The pastor
to\d hec,on the basis af his
holiness training and verse O,
1hat she was commanded ‘o
never \eave thal beastly mamn.
(Let not the wife depart from
her husband,)

The woman had turned 4o
Ahe pastor, believing he was a
man of God, trusting that a
God of \ove would give velief from
her desperate sitvation . Instead
she found the door locked tighk
by the pastor. . Wn an act of
£inal desperakion she commitied
svicide.  Her god (Pastor,
dernomination, etc.) could provide

no answer, so she provided Mer ovt AD (A )JMENTS ,ETC.

MARTA! come
READ DI5 RIGHT
AVAY NOW. OND
BRING Vis “oU

Tre horcified pastor turned
Yo prayes and more Bible study ¢
see | this Was veally the way of
of God or i§ it Was the command-

ment of hie "churchl’  Finally bhus
eyes were chened Yo the very
next verse (verse \) which
would have gwen that poov
woman the opporiunity to depark,
ik only that pastor had Known

TEM FROM

not separate. Dot the haunting
sound of ihe suicide Pistol made
fum choose the Bible rather thaa
“choreh” kradition.

TRADITION fff\
BLINDED

HE TRUTH.
WHAT A TRADGEDY.

1 Gxinthians T:\5 says, “But
i€ tne unbelieving depask , ek
him depart . A brother or
Swter 56 not under bondage n
such cases; but God hath
called uvs *o peace.” But the
commandments and traditions
of ¥he "church” do keep the
brother or sister undec bondage.
“The Bible says they are not
onder bondage but the "chorch”
says , vyes they ace!/

we ARE NOT
FIGAT NG, ¢ e
COURT ORDERSA/ >

Many denominations teach
that 1t 6 God's will to fight a
diverce with every means dvailable.
They teach people o act opgosite
of verse 5. “The “chureh” fights
3 leqal divorce when in actuality

F the divorce has alvready taken

place n God's swht . (As far as
ihe Bible is concerned a dworce
occurs when conabitaton in the
bed room czases.)

“The Bible says, let them go
(depark). A brother or sister
is not under Pondage In such

cases becavee God called vs to

peace. But the “choren” savys
"Oh yes they are under 'bondage!”
{hey say that it a man leaves

it. (\f ohe depary, et her vemain piq wife , she is still bound to

uamarnied or be yeconciled.

“Tnos, his self -vighteovs zeal
1o defend his belief in “No
separation” had helped to ¥\

a woman who desperately needed
1o Know thne freedom of vevsell.
He had *o leave his denomination
later when he began 1o advise
others about the truth of verseW,
becauvse his superiors 1n Nis
denomination wanted hwm ‘o
teach people that Ahey could

hwm as long as he lives becavse of
1 Cor. T:10Hl (and becaduse of thewr

mistaken ideas of what +hey
thought Jesvs said about it )

TR

£ ~

e mave ool
BEEN CALLED [N
A0 PEACE! /

Byl God has called Ris people

to peace -- not wrath , noX coork
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arguments , etc., bot peace,

Lcor. TS says \et them go ; the
Yemaining person s Not under
bondage, they are not ound,
they are Kree as far as Anhe Bivle
s concerned, But the "chorew”
says they are bound becavse
the “churen” miwes  Moses
commandments with whnat Jesus
savd.

Did Jesus tell the woman akx
the well (Jonhn 4:8) "Go find your
fitst husband? No!  Jesvs to\d
her to worship God. But some
churches order 38 diwvorced person
Xo find the mate they fiesy
had and order them Yo \eave
the one they are presently with,
hey s34 the first one w the
proper mate and subsequenkt ohes
they had were n adouliery,

JESVS DIDN'T TewL

THE WOMAN AT .
T™E WELL TO &=<®:'C
FIND HeR =

FIRST HUSBAND.

L=, HEONW TOLD

Jiol, HERT0 WoRsHIP
&OD!

T Cor. Tlb says, ” For what
knowest thou, oh wife , whether
thou shalt save thy husband ©
or how knowest thou, 0 man,
whether thou shalt save Xhy
wife 2" “This 15 another verse
veed 1o keep two people together
forever. But, the Bible says i
they have already departed, lex
them qo. If the sitvation (s
intolerable, {he God of \ove says
“let them qo.” (T Cof. T:\8) . Buk
\ife would be bexter for both
partners 1§ they would try to wark
ovtl the problems Xogether.

God knows what they're qoing
through. We went through his
own dworce and He knows how
tough it can be trying Yo stick it
out with a pariner who's caysing
pain Lo everyone concerned,

Let's turn o Jeremuiah 3:6-8,
Here well find that God qot %o
upset with lsrael that he Swnally
broke Ws covenant with het and
divorced her. “The book of Hosea
vefers to the same fact but does
not vee the word ‘dworce’ vather
W vefers o ‘cutting off ', a form
of divorce.
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Jerermah 3'6-8 .. Hast thou seen Jesus teacned back in time
hat which backsliding Istae\ hath beyond Moses' law to the creatign,
done? she is qone up upon every  and showed how God really
high mountain and under every intended things to be. By doing
green tree, and theve hath played 1his Jesus demonstrated that
the harlot. And 1 said afxer Thece were weak points n Moses’
she had done all these things, \aw.

qurn thowonto me.  But she oM
feturmed not.  And her J£509 C;g“‘;‘,’atma r;
treacherous sister Judan saw gt F
. And 1 53w, when for all the C“ANQED , “ w&f‘\";“:
cavses whereby backsliding MOSES LAWC \ «-nn

Israel committed adulkery 1 - HERB.7:v2-—

had put her away, AND GIVEN
HER A BlLLOF DIVORCE...

GOD Khowe
SONE N\ARRIAGES
ARE INBEARABLE.

God knows some situations are
just pPlain ynbearable and unrepair-
able and Me doesnt expect anyone
Xo endure such 3 relakionship
forever. Even We nimeels didmk
do . He divorced \otae\. We
know wou'll have Yo chew on that
ong for awhile so \exs hop back
Xo the New Testament and nose
O on 3 conwersation beiween
Jesus, Mis disciples and 3 few
foxy Pharisees,

Many vears after Moses gave
the \aw & God king David and
king Solomon appeared on the
stene and God told them *o
change Many of the l\aws that
Moses had given. Then, even
1ater, the son of David - Jesus
Christ made even more changes
in e law that Moses gave.

So many changes were made that
now we have a New estament
ather than an O\d Testament,
Same people call it the New
Covenant vather than ithe Oud
Covenant . It's the same idea. Gods
laws for vs change as we continue
10 mature and change.

As We

Mat. 19:3-8 "-1he Pharisees came  GROW UP
a\so unto Him, tempiing Fim, and _
saying unto Rim, \s it lawfol for OuRr N‘ROLE;’
3 man %o put away his wife for CHANGE !

every cavse? (Modern Aransiaters
say “for any cavse.”) And He
answered and said unto them, Have
ye not read, that He which made
them a3t the beginning made them
male and female. And sad, Tor
this cavse shall @ man |eave Sather
and mother, and shall cleave o tus
wife : and they shall be one flesh,

TME HARDNESS
OF BUR HEARTS
cAVses DWORLE .

“There 1s nothing wrong with any of
the laws. “The problem is that some
people are still trving to keep the
rules of their Kindergarten teacher
years \ater while they are in
high school .

An area of confusion often
exists in ihe mind of present day
Christians becavse they find &
difficult to separate the different
laws 1oko diffexrent time periods,
And this is especially true reqarding
some things Jesus said because
he talked to Jews who weve
frying 1o find favor with God by

here fore they are no more kwaain,
;rute on{: ﬂ:s\'\\.‘ What therefore keeping the \aw of N\p?q-s. He
God hath joined together, \et ™o tod them what the spirit of Moses
man put asunder, They say vnk I_aw was with the idea that it is
Him, Why did Moses then command IMpossible to please God Arvougn
to qe a writing of divorcemenk, that Old Testament.,

A e chr ot JESUS TAVGMT
the hardness of your hearts, e QPRIRIT
OF NO5ES’ L-AW.

suffered you To put awady Yool
wwWes; but  from Yhe begintung ik
was noX so."



But Some Christians mistakenly
ihink they are coliged to keep
the amplified O\d Testament
laws Jesus used for examples. “Two
nousand years ago Jesus said
the law of Moses couldnt be k;pt
by anyone. So Jesus gave 3 New
C:mmandmnt (testament) . But Awo
thovsand Nears later some people
are still 4rying to keep the law_ﬁ\a’c
Jesus crucified when he nailed it
1o the Cross.- . 2:\4,

Mattnew 19:9-1 says,” And 1
say unto you, whosoever shall put
away his wife, except it be for
fornication, and shall marry another
committeth aduoltery ; and who so
marriekh her which is put away
doth commik adottery. Ris
disciples say onte Him, \f the
case of the man be so with ns
wife & is good not to marry.
(Wis disciples were actually %aying
1hat,in their opinuon, if divorce and
yemarriage are not possible they
didn't want anyihing to do with
macriage.) But He said unto them,
All men cannot receive this
saying, save they to whom it

i5 given.”

JESLS TOLD
HOW IT QLGHT
10 BE .... BUT REALIZED

S\ EVERVONE COULDN'T
-~ MEET THAT STANDARD,

Jesus closed the door on
remarriage and then added that
the saying was not given to
everyone because ne had been
explaining ine depth 3and the
itiqhtntss of the \etter of Mpses
W,

Here we find Jesus saving that
not all men are able 1o accept and
live with what He s3id about Moses’
commandment on diverce. Even
His own disciples didnt wank 4o
hear & ; ik was too much for them.
Jesus said, \f you can take ik, take
&, \§ you can't, then l\eave i,

He said & was a rule that was best
kept byt vealized fully that not
al coud keep k. God's grace
provides for all situations

Many well meaning Christians get
hopelessly mived up trying ‘o
Sigure out what Jesus taught about
divorce becavse they fail 1o notice
Yhree major divisions in the text of
ane New Testament, “Tney are:
1) Whax Moses said  2)What Jesos

NIVORCE

said Moses savd, and
Jesvs said,

3)What

Ofien, when Jesyus was explaining
what Moses =aid in more detail, ihen
people mistakenly thought that was

what Jesus said and taught. 1tis
easy 1o see how such a mistake
could occur when veading the
section on divorce n Matthew 5.
S0, we will ask our students ‘o
be very careful on this ponk,
though none of us should expect
tihe mainling of the present “thurch”
Xo be careful about it. .

Jesus comments abouvt putting
someone away (divorce) and fornic-
ation and adultery ave an ampli-
Gication of what Moses had
commanded. After we are delwered
rom Noses \aw then the teachngs
> the New Testament in T Gr.7
take precedent.

We did not say Pauls teachings
take precedent over Jesus
teactung. We said that the
passage in Matihew was Jesus
explanation of what _Ma-.vcs taught
and Jesus was showing that 1o one
coond keep the \aw of Moses 50
they needed a new \aw'

TE NEW

TESTAMENT
9 A WHOLE
NEW AGREEMENT
BETWEEN GOD ¢t MAN.

Ahe closely connected scr'\_pkure
about “looking on 3 woman’ s 3
case in point. Jesus 33did that
looking on 3 woman to st was
inhe same as committing adoltery
with hee. This was an explanation
of the drue spiwrit of Noses \aw.
Some people quote ihis scriptuve
as though it was 3 \aw Jdesus
stituked. Really it was an
explanation of the facx that no
one in tne world could find Aavor
witn @od through Moses \aw. Aand
inen Jesus summed up the subject
by s3ying anyone who builds

GOD

i

tied’ once .
bound, Tied or married.”

e house on Moses 13w tgu'nds on
sand. And amyone who builds on Jeswn
New Testament bylds uwPOn A rock.,

In LCor. T-ZT Paul says,"Art

ihou bound unto a4 wiie? Seek
not %o be loosed.” Bound is a
form of the Greekx dec.”

L 1)
trans\ated ‘vind’ 37 times and

K meaas ‘are you

i means
"Are you maccied - tied 1o 3 wife?
Do not tty to get uatied.”

N EXTREME _ Mo

CPASES. ...

ONLY GOLUTIWZ};E‘g*

DIVORCE 15 Tie

The answer to your pProblem is
not 4 divorce. Jesus and Paul
both le4t the door ajar 10 divirce,
1hat indicates that in EXTREME
cases divorce is permitted. They
said, "Don't get a divorce,” but
added. "1 you do, these new contrels
apply .”

I Cot. T'1T says, “Art thou bound
unto a wife T ceek not to be loosed.
Act thou loosed from a wife
(divorced ) ? seek nox a wife.”
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PIVORCE

?

Mﬁi @@9 RUMEZ{ANGED

IT LOOKS GAFE MOW SON...
T'LL HELP You ACRO&S. ..

SHE TOLD HIM

WHEN HE WAS 3

*NEVER CROSS THE
GTREET ALONE.”

AR e T

I llhﬁ'@g“@

B

_A‘L iy
e el

EFir s o o T T

Lkl

SW HAS BEEN DEFINED
AS MISSING THE MARK .
THAT 15, NOT MAKING T TO
OUR FUOLL POTENTIAL 1IN
GOO. I CORINTHIANS 1566
savdS TUHE STiNG OF DEATH
S sid AND THE POWER
OF SIN & THE LAW,

 LAW... s

60

7 2RI ——

WHY 15 5N POWERED BY
THE LAW 2 BECAUSE WE
CONSTANTLY SUBJNECT QUR-
SELJES T0 RULESs AND LAWS
THAT KEEP U5 FROM
REALLY REING FULFILLED
AND HITTING THE MARK
GOY HAs SET FOR

HERE'S
©A RULES,
THREE DARTS,
TWENTY PaLEs,
STAND ON

YOUR HEATD.

1R THROW WHILE
YA 15 LOOYIN'
IN A NMRROR,

RULES KEED US FROM
HITTING THE MARK.

FOREVER.

THE RULES , WHICH CAN
BE GOOD - LIKE FOR INGTANCE
THE WARNING TO A TODDLER
10 NEVER GO (NTO -T{HE
STREET, HAVE A TIME TO BE
USED AND A TIME TO RE
SET AS\DE .

RULES
AREN'T

THAT TODDLER S GOING
T0 GROW UP AND NEED TO
CROSS THE STREET SOMETIME.
THERE WAS A SPIRIT OR
LESSON TAUGHT WITH THAT
oD LAW. IT WAS CAUTION,
THE CHILD LEARNS THE



PRWCIPLE BERIND THE RULE
AND THEN THE RULL ITSELF
15 REPEALED. T SERVES
(TS5 PURPOSE AND THEN 15
NO LONGER NEEDED.

COL, 2:22,

1% e pRes INEATNESS
BEWIND oz | é%g ”

%}E\'Q&bﬁﬁ HYGENE

WE BIND OURSELVES BY
TAKING ORDINANCES AND
LAWS FOOND IN THE B(BLE
AND APPLYING THEM  ONLY
AT FACE VALUE WITHOLT
EVER LEARNING THE LESSON
BEAIND THEM. AN EXAMPLL
OF TUIS 16 PAUL'S ADMOMITION
T0 TRE CORINTHIAN WOMEN
ARBOUT COTTING THEIR HAR.
FOR MANNM YEARS DOE TO
THRIS LAW AND BVEN N
SOME CAURCHES TODAN, \T
WAS CONSIDERED A DIGGRALE
OR A S FOR A WOMAN TO
WAVE SHORT nAaR.

BY STUDYING EVENTS
IN CORINTH AT THE TIME
PAUL MADE Tris RULE WE
FIND TAAT HE WAS ADDRES-
SING HIMSELE TO A
PROBLEM THAT WAS DNIQUE
10 THAT QTS IN THAT
PARTIWCOLAR PERIOD |N
WISTORNV.

PAUL'S LAWS
WEREN'T AL
FOR TODAY.

A CORINTRIAN GIRL WHO
CUT HER HAIR WAS (DENT)-
FYiING HERSELF WITH THE
PROST\IUTES OF THE TEMPLE
OF DIANA .  PAUL WAS
TELLING THem “DON'T ©O
ANAT -BE DIFFERENT- Sow
THE WORLD YOL'WE
CRANGED. " IN THIS CASE
TME GIRLS WERE SAOWING
AN INWARD CRANGE BY
THEIR OUTWARD APPEARANLCE .
LONG HAWR WAS NOT\CIBLE
IMMEDIATELY AND BY

DIVORC E

HANING LONG HAIR THEY
WERE WITNESS (NG TO
EVERYONE (N CORINTR
THAT THEN WERE NOT
TAVING PART N TUE WOR-

SHIP OF A FALSE @oD.

IN CORINTH
T MEANT
SOMETHING
WHEN A IRL
HAD SHORT HAIR.

TODAY , IN OUR SOCIETY,
THERE 15 NO S0CA DIsTINC-
TION . A GIRL CAN HKAVE
LONG OR SHORT HAIR AND
T MEANS NOTRING , ONLY
A PREFERENCE IN STVYLE
AND TASTE . PAULS LAW
HAD A SPIRIT OR PRINCIPLE
BEHIND \T THAT WAS GOOD.
BOT THE LAW \TSELF RAS
LOST 115 MEANING TODAV.
To TRY To eNFORCE 1T 15
TO MISS THE POINT EATIRELY.
N FACT \T BECOMES A HIN-
DRANCE  Td TROE SPARTUALIY.

B8

IF A GIRL
HASG SHORT /
HAIR ToDAY

T4 ONLY —{

DECAUSE GHE /5=
UKES 1T THAT WAY OR TUAT
HER HAIR DRESSER GOOFED,

AT THIS VERY MOMENT
WE'RE ALL PUTTING OUR-
SELVES UNDER RULEs AND
LAWS WHICH WE TRINK ARE
SPIRITLAL | BuT TRev
ARE ACTUALLY KEEPING U5
FROM TROE SPRITUAL (1.
WE PI(KED ON LONG HAIR
FOR WOMEN BECAULSE WE
FIGURED T WAS A RELATIVELY
SAFE SUBJECLT. WE DoOugT
THAT ANN OF WYOU ARE
OFFENDED BY THAT RyLE
oF PAULLS ,

| ——

BUT THERE ARE RULES
GWEN IN THE BIBLE WHicH
IF WE'D MENTION AND geved
RINT THAT THEY'RE NoT
TO BE STRICTLY OBSERVED
SOME PEOPLE woULD RE
AFTER US Witk A RANG -
MANS  NoOsE.

WALt ! wE sttt
BELIEVE W LAW.
14E LAW OF TRE
OPIRIT OF LIFE [
N CHRGT JESUS. 5
~ROMANS B:2—

REMEMBER, 175 THE SPRIT
THAT GWES LIFE AND THE
LETTER OF T™E LAW THAT
KiLLs (DCOR 3b). BECAUSE
WE'RE OO CHICKEN 1O
SIART KNOCLKING ROLES AND
LAWS , WE'RE TAKING A 4AFE
WAY oyt TO (LLUSTRATE 1O
You THAT PEOPLE DO SET UP
BARRIERS THAT AREN'T _
NECESSARY AND REALLY KEEP
THEM FROM REACHING THEIR
GOAL-.

WERE
CHICKEN,

—
D
R

WERE GOING TO PRESENT
A SERIES OF POLZZLES OVER
TAE NEXT FEW MONTHS
EACH ONE HAS A VERY
SIAPLE sOLOTION. BuT DUt
10 THE SOBILE RULES WE
SOBJIECT OUR REASONING
POWERS TO, THE SOLOTION
TO0 THE PUZZLES MAY
SEEM (MDPOSSIBLE TO FIND.
ONCE NYOUR MIND MAKES THE
JUMP, GETS OJER THE OLD
LAW, THE SOLUTION COMES
EASILY.

NOW WEVE ALREADY
GWEN YOU A TREMENDOULS
ADVANTAGE By EXPLAWNING
ABOUT UNNECESSARY
RESTRICTIONS WE PUT ON
OURSELVES . BUT WE sTiLu
TAWNK THE PUZZLES WiLL
GWE YOUR FRIENDS A
CAALLENGE .

HERE'S THE FIRST ONE*®
LAY 51X COVWNS 00T AS
SHOWN (N THE DIAGRAM.

@

COINS ~
(come ON.. @
Nou
o) D % @

6l



NOW | BY MOVING JUST
ONE (1) COIN, ARRANGE
THEM W S0 A WAY
THAT THERE ARE TWO
ROW4s CoNTAINING FOUR
COING EACH WHEN ADDED
UP E(THER HRORIVZONTALLY
OR VERTICALLY.

s chinnge
2 We epow upd

- AN €501€

Hebrews 7:12

I

Ilaol:s‘\‘rs“& w\:g
ou

m the Bible.

DIVORCE

THE SOWTION TO OUR PUTLLE

HERE IT 15,
NVERTICAL

TP ofF THE CENTER CoN
FoOR CDING BOW |,

“THERE WAS NO
ONE CDIN ON
YOURS ELF
FEEL p

TAKE THE ToOP (DIN FROM THE
OW— @ AND PLACE IT ©ON

3 o NOW THERE ARE
O . aND HORIZONTALLN.
R TicALLY COULDN'T PLALE

PCEFE ::&(‘:‘g; \‘%\:‘EN \F YoU TOLD
THeRe WAS. If YoU REY
E To WRITE AW BRAs A8O

\T OUT YOURSELF,

D
RE T T Us... ...

YES, BUT BE )
CAREFUL , STAY

ON “HE SIDEWALK,
WATLH THE CARS,

7 X

Continuing in Tdor. 7:18. “But
and 1F TRHOU MARRY THov
HAS NOT SINNED,” A more
correct Aranstation of the verb
1ense s, “But \f you have married,
vyou divd not sin.”

DIVORCE 15
PARDONABLE

AND REMARRIAGE
| NOT A GIN.

More completely it says, “Have
wvou been marned 2 Do not seex
a divorce., Have you been
dworced from 3 wife ¥ Do net
seek a wite . But (§f you did
emacey, you did not sin. And
i§f the virgin maccy, she did not
s

All trandators agree that the
word “but’ 15 proper and belongs in
the sentence, "But it thou macry

i 1hou marry, thou hast not Sinned”
are connected by the word 'bytl’ and
consequently reter to a man who has
been macried and later dworced and

still later remacried . The conclusion
—_—

15 that he has aot sinned by

vemarryihg. We belieye thisas
covtect .

READ 1CORINTHIANS T
CAREFULLY.

NOU'LL BE SURPRISED,
e e

But some people have suggested
that the sentence, “But and 1§
Angu marcy, thou hatt not swnned)
must tefer Yo 3 person who has
nevey been maccied and got married
i spite of Pauls warnuings in 1Cot.
T:,2,29. Bot that suggestion
does ot make sense to us becauvse
the verse is obviously referning o
1wo <\asses of people. One class

thou hast not sinned.” The thoughts, is the case of a virgin who marries

"Ark thou \oosed (dworced) from a
wife % See k not a wife. Bux and

XS

and the other 15 a person who has
beea looved (divorced).

The sentence "But and if 1hou
marry, thou hast not sinned ; and
i 3 virgin marry, she haih not
swned " must vefer to virgins
AND ALSQO %0 those whe have
martied again. “Thes we believe
it should be concluded that the
tought, "But and f thou marry
thou hast mot sinned,” should be
appled 1o the case of 3 pergon who
had been diyorced.

CONTINUALLY
L COR.T 5AvS
DON'T...BUT IF
YOUL DO...HERE _
ARE YOUR NEW RULES,

Wotherham correctly translates
the passage for us so ihat Ahere
5 no questien about ks meaning.
GQuote . "Hast thou been loosed from
3 wite 7 Do not seek a wide. \f
Nowever, thou shouldst even
maccy . Thou Nast nor sinned.”




REMARRIAGE i not sin. \f
you dre divorced, do nNot seek
a wife (or nusband), but 1§ you
qet marnied agawn vou have
not sinned-  Dworce and
Yemarc(\age are recogniied and
provided for in verse \land 1S,

If the Christida s dworced and\§
they get remarmnied ks NQT sw.

In one case, Wwe kaow of 3
woman who felt suech condemna-
tion from her ‘choreh” that ohe
felt justified \ praying that God
would \et her fist hosband die
so she would not feel the
condemnation of adultery heaped
on her by her "Church” for Wing
with her second husband. The
fantastically horrible thing s
that her “chureh” asked fNec to
teach Sunday Schod immediately
atter her first husband died,
something she had been wanling
1o do for years but her “chorch”
forbid her becauvse her husband
was still alive. Some "Churches”
call this Christanrty /

The purpose of this lesson s not
to encourage divorce. But one
of our main purposes 1s to help
dworced Christians. Far oo
many cry themselves to sleep
every night 3% a reaction to the
condemnation heaped upen them
by a musinformed “choretyr They
spin their wheels trying to fi
3 sitvation that s not repair-
able,  So our Purpose 1= to help
them see that divorce and
Yemarridge dre Not necessarily
s themselves,

THERE 12 NO
CONDEMNATION

10 THosE WHO

ARE IN (HRILT JESLS....

MARRIED, DIWORCED /
DR REMARRIED,

As Christians we must not
ondemn those who have gone
through divorce and/or vemarriage
A bng time before the actoal
dworce (in court) ook place someone
4d something wrong. Someone
created the situation that became
ntalerable for the partnec. Now
that was sin. Bout the divorceor
separdation wWas not =in, It
was 3 reaction Xo sin.

DI VORCLE

DIVORCE
15 ONIX A
SYMPTOM OF
TE REAL PROBLEM.

Jdesys sad a diyerce ocecurs
becavse of the "hardness of your
hearks (Matt 19:8). And that
v the same thing as saying the
hardness of our hearts creates
intolerable situations thakt can
only be solvea by a divorce. “The
“hardness of heact” v the real
problem n vl society , not divorce.

hnere (5 Anerefore now, No
condgmmation to those Cnnstians
who have been through diworce
or remarnage. § they were
the guilty parky then thew
e(rors and sine are covered By Ahe
blood of Jesvs Christ.,

Should anyone be so bold as to
{ry to remove the covering of the
blood and revea\ the past. We
think not ! And suppose the
divorced Christian was the quittless
or injured party, “That party
ceriain\y does not commit 50 by
departing (separating I Cor. 'I‘-"D
or even by entering inke a Final
divorce (TCor. 7:18)." In fact they
are not under bondage anymeoe
according to 1. TS, Many
denominations treat dworce and
Yemacriage as though they are
ihe unpardonable sin. This just
150t so. Divorce 1§ pardonable
and vemarriage s NOT a sin,

15 COVERED
BY THE BLOOD of CARIST

We by no means want to encourage
divorce. But we do want toset
ihe record strawght in the minds
of genving Bible students and
Ye\ease those who have gone
through thege problems from the
condemnation that religiovs
society throws at them,

We would encourage anyone
having marital problems to try
with everything they have to work
them ovt, Our booklet "Marriage,
Divorce , Remarriage © 15 designed
to help couples understand
ihemselves and their relationship
wWith thewc partner. We have

many testimonies from greatiul
husbands and wwes who have Deen
reconciled n tNeww own MArriages
af1er applying the principles
outlined in the bock . Wed
recommend 1t to aayonz vyou
Knew whether they are marmed

or ot Decavse it is really about
all kinds of relationships and the
dynamics invdved n them,

~WE DO NOT WANT IN
AN WAN 10 ENCOURAGE.
DINORCE. .

As a veview we'd \ike {0 Say *that
in the first place Paul recommends
that you dont get marned 1Gx T:\,8,
Bot & you do-its fine.  We Nonestly
think this recommendation was
because of a temporary situation
back then called the present
diskress " wn Tlor, T:26,

The recommendation agawnst
macriage does not fit the Flow of
Jesus teaching because Jesus
highly regarded and condoned
marriage. Sc we conclude 1ihat
Pauls cauvtion must have been because
of the “present distress” and that
Anhere s no need to regard k&
rormal times and circumstances.

Next, € youre married ,work ax
K. Give & every chance you €an,
Learn to become fully united in
soul and body (our book tells how),
But if you should happen 1o be
dworced, t's okay. M's not what
God intended from the beginning
and we agtee that someone did
something wrong that cavsed ik -
bul even that {s pardonable. Its
a fact of ufe.

Further, if vyou'te diverced, don't

9o looking for another mate unless
you feel wyou just have to. But
if you do and you remarry s

veally okay ; its not osin.




T CorwWTAIANS 7
Verse 1 says -dont get marned,
Nevse Z 345 - f you do, heres your
new tules, :
Verse B says - donk get mavried.
Verse 9 says - \§ you Ao, here's your
new vules, (3qain)
Verse 10 says - don't get separated,
Verse 1) says- if you do, here's your
new ruoles,
Verse 15°says - don't get divorced.
Verse 15%says - if you do, here are
~Nout new vules,
Verse 27 says - don't get vemarried
Vecrse 28 says - if you do, hexes
Novt new rvules,
Our God meets everyones aeeds
no matter what condixion they
find themsewes .

.T@

7,

DAT VAS UNE
Goot LESSen! -

There are many hundreds of
thousands of people who need *o
kKnow the facts in this message.
Some need to know these things
becavse they Xhemselves lwe under
condemnation from Society. And
pechaps even under self condemnnation
and /or & haunting recurring question
about their relationship with God.

There are others who need this
becauvse they are the ones who

have been heaping the condemnation .

And there is another group of
lovely , well \nstructed, spint led
Christians who knew all the time
that God's ways are the ways of
granting mercy and meeting
everyone's needs -no mMatter what
sitvation they are in. jm]

A

DIVORCE

We regret to say tnat this

Sept. 1979 1ssue of tne Monarch
titled DIVORCE was the last one
mailed for a period of over a
year,

We are glad to say that the next
Monarch malled was Jan. 1981
titled CHRISTIANS COMPLETE
CONFESSION.



