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The End of the~
Discipleship

“Discipleship
resulted in
unhealthy

submission
resulting in
perverse and
unbiblical
‘obedience to
human
leaders...

For the injury

and shame, I

repent with
sorrow and ask
for your
forgiveness.’
—Bob Mumford
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For many years Bob
Mumford was looked
upon as one of the most respected
teachers and leaders in the charis-
matic movement.

In 1974, at a teaching conference
at Montreat, North Carolina, spon-
sored by Christian Believers United
(CBU), Billy Graham called Mum-
ford “my (avorite Bible teacher.”

Few teachers were able to com-
mand the respect that Mumford
had among all Christians,

Then something happened that
changed all that. Believing the
charismatic movement lacked sub-
stance and needed accountability,
Mumford and four other well-known
Bible teachers—Derek Prince,
Charles Simpson, Ern Baxter and
Don Basham—formed an organiza-
tion designed to call the movement
into accountability. Although offi-
clally known as Christian Growth
Ministries, critics immediately
dubbed the FL Lauderdale, Florlda-
based group the “discipleship” or
“shepherding” movement.,

Thousands of men and women—
mostly young Christians—joined
the movement. They were eager to
be “discipled,” to be held “account-

able” by thesc mature teachers. But '

the movement quickly became eli-
tist, exclusive. Operating on the
basis that everyone needs to be ac-
countable to a pastor, “sheep” were
assigned to various “shepherds™—
many of whom were young, imma-
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ture, sometimes arrogant and often
proud of their new authority.

The leaders published a popular
teaching magazine called New Wine.
Their tapes were sold and circulated
by the millions. Great conferences
were held in key American cities, at-
tended by thousands eager to be
“discipled.”

Havoc followed and horror stories
abounded. Families were sometimes
forced to relocate from one city to
another at the whim of a shepherd."
Churches split. The entire charis-
matic movement was thrown into -
turmoil. :

Mumford and Simpson in partic-'
ular took the heat from the critics,
who charged they dominated those
under them. They were accused of
setting up a spiritual chain-letter in
which everyone was under some-
one, who was under someone, who _
was finally under “the Ft. Laud-
erdale Five"—forming a sort of”
charismatic episcopacy.

Critics cited numerous examples
of “shepherds” who required their

“sheep” to ask their permission be-
fore they dated, changed jobs or
made major decisions. . -

Mumford and his friends re- -
sponded that they were teaching a .
renewed biblical understanding of
God's government, delegated au-
thority and covenant loyalty.

National leaders took sides. Pat
Robertson called Mumford, Simp-
son and Prince false teachers. On a
live “700 Club” broadcast, he
likened the discipleship movement
to the cult led by Jim Jones, saying
the only difference was the shep-
herds had not yet served Kool-Aid (a
reference to the mass suicide of
more than 900 people caused when
Jones told his followers to drink
poisoned Kool-Aid).  Cont. on page 48
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