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Eyes to See, Ears to Hear

Before we get into Abraham and Lot, would you agree with me in prayer that the Holy Spirit would teach this lesson.  Our Father, In Jesus name, we trust you, and we love you.  We trust you, Lord, for your wisdom, guidance, and discerning of spirits.  Now Lord, we ask that we will have eyes that see and ears that hear.  We ask for eyes that truly see the spiritual truths, and ears that truly hear spiritual words.  We ask you Lord, that as we look into your word, it will be a lamp unto our feet, a light into our paths, and that we’ll make right decisions.  And that the things we’ve learned here will help us in our normal decision making.  We ask these things in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Our subject is Abram and Lot.  We have a story that we’d like to tell about them.  You won’t need a handout for this lesson, and you won’t need to take any notes.  All you need is Genesis 18 & 19.  That’s it.  Some of our lessons are complex, and for those, we use handouts and notes.  But you’ll be able to follow along in Genesis 18 & 19 very simply.

Obedience is Better

I’d like to start with Genesis 18:1.  “Abraham went from the plains of Mamre to a high place (that’s a mountain) to accompany the Lord,” Yahweh (Genesis 18:22). “Now the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah was revealed to Abraham there” (Genesis 18:20-23).  Lot was told to escape to the mountain, and I’m emphasizing “mountain,” again, (Genesis 19:17) because that’s where Abraham was.  Lot said, “Let me stay in the little city of  Zoar, and turn aside and not go to the mountain.”  Zoar was in the plain (Genesis 19:29).  Then Lot left Zoar after the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah because he was really scared.  He went up to the mountain where he’d been told to go, but he was a day late.  Out of the midst of the overthrow, Abraham had been on the mountain (Genesis 19:27) but Lot missed him because of disobedience (Genesis 19:19).  

Disobedience = Disaster

As a result of this disobedience, the daughters of Lot figured after going through the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah, just missing that by minutes, and going into Zoar, and feeling that nobody could have lasted through Zoar, they headed up to the mountain.  Then Lot’s daughters committed incest with their Father (Genesis 19:33-38) and produced the Moabites and the Ammorites, which people are a thorn in the side of Israel even to this day.  Moab, right now is Arafat, Ammon – that’s King Hussein, and they’re still a problem even to this day.  Moabites and Ammorites.  So, that’s the way it started, and the subject, if I had to sum it up in one word would be “obedience.”  Doing what you’re told to do and not arguing about it.  Obedience, I believe, is better than sacrifice.  Obedience IS better than sacrifice.  (I Samuel 15:22).

Abraham & Sara Feed the Men

Genesis 18:1-17  “And the LORD appeared unto him in the plains of Mamre:  and he sat in the tent door in the heat of the day; and he lift up his eyes and looked, and lo, three men stood by him:  and when he saw them, he ran to meet them from the tent door, and bowed himself toward the ground, and said, My Lord, if now I have found favour in thy sight, pass not away, I pray thee, from thy servant:  Let a little water, I pray you, be fetched, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree:  And I will fetch a morsel of bread, and comfort your hearts; after that ye shall pass on:  for therefore are ye come to your servant.  And they said, So do, as thou hast said.  And Abraham hastened into the tent unto Sarah, and said, Make ready quickly three measures of fine meal, knead it, and make cakes upon the hearth.  (Pancakes).  And Abraham ran unto the herd, and fetcht a tender and good calf, and gave it unto a young man; and he hasted to dress it.  And he took butter, and milk, and the calf which he had dressed, and set it before them; and he stood by them under tree, and they did eat.  And they said unto him, Where is Sarah thy wife?  And he said, Behold, in the tent.  And he said, I will certainly return unto thee according to the time of life; and, lo, Sarah thy wife shall have a son.  And Sarah heard it in the tent door, which was behind him.  Now Abraham and Sarah were old and well stricken in age; and it ceased to be with Sarah after the manner of women.  Therefore Sarah laughed within herself, saying, After I am waxed old shall I have pleasure, my lord being old also?  And the Lord said unto Abraham, Wherefore did Sarah laugh, saying, Shall I of a surety bear a child, which am old?  Is any thing too hard for the LORD?  At the time appointed I will return unto thee, according to the time of life, and Sarah shall have a son.  Then Sarah denied, saying, I laughed not; for she was afraid.  And he said, Nay; but thou didst laugh.  And the men rose up from thence, and looked toward Sodem:  and Abraham went with them to bring them on the way.  And the LORD (Yahweh) said, Shall I hide from Abraham that things which I do.”

God Reveals All To His Friends

I’d like to stop here and emphasize that God has said in times past that He would always reveal the things that He was going to do to His friends, the prophets.  In Amos 3:7, we find God said He “revealeth to His servants, the prophets.”  In John 15:15, Jesus said, “Now I’m calling you my friend instead of my servant because I’m telling you what I’m about to do.”  Do you remember that?  Jesus said, “Henceforth I call you not servants; for the servant knoweth not what his lord doeth:  but I have called you friends; for all things that I have heard of my Father I have made known unto you.”  Do you need a friend?  What do you do with your friends?  Well, often times you can test whether or not you have a true friend by bouncing some ideas off of them.  Have you ever heard, “I want to bounce some ideas off you?”  You do that with your friends, right?  You bounce your ideas off of friends, because you can trust them, and reveal information to them.  Your friends won’t use this information for personal gain later on.  If you’re about to buy a house, or sell a house, or trade cars, sometimes an enemy might use that information to hurt you, or destroy you, but a friend wouldn’t do that.  God said, and Jesus said that He would reveal things to His friends.

God is the Boss

God is continuing to reveal things to His friends.  I like that idea, because Jesus made me a friend with God.  Are you a friend with God?  Then God said He would reveal to you the things that He is about to do.  And nothing would happen on the earth except you would get a revelation, a prophecy, ahead of time to protect you during that time.  That makes me feel good!  I like the idea that I don’t have to worry.  God is the boss!  Do you agree?  If God is the boss, and He said He was going to let us know what He’s going to do, then I think that’s A-OK!

Nothing Fishy Here

I found out something else about God.  When I pray to God and ask Him for fish, I have never received a serpent.  Never, never never!  And when I ask for bread, I’ve never received a stone.  (Matthew 7:9, 10).  God sure is good.  And when I ask him for something good, He gives me something good.  He doesn’t slip me a whammy.  He doesn’t do anything that would send something opposite of what I’m praying for.  Now there are times, of course, I’ll have to admit that I have made some mistakes and prayed for things that were a little bit too soon, and out of the will of the Lord.  And He says, “Just slow down, Dave, and get in step, and after a while I’ll be able to give that to you.  But for now, just hang in there.”  And so, that’s what I’ve done, and I’m kind of hanging in there as best I can, and praying to the Lord for all that He has for me.  And I found out He sure is good.  He’s got lots!

God Takes a Look

God said in Genesis 18:17-18  “Shall I hide from Abraham the thing which I do?”  And the answer is, “No, of course, He would reveal.”   “Seeing that Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty nation, and all the nations of the earth shall be blessed in him?  For I know him that he will command his children and his household after him, and that shall keep the way of the LORD to do justice and judgment; that the LORD may bring  upon Abraham that which he hath spoken of him.  And the LORD said, Because the cry of Sodom and Gomorrah is great, and because their sin is very grievous; I will go down now and see whether they have done altogether according to the cry of it, which is come unto me; and if not, I will know.”

Mystery of the Misery

Now, there are many commentaries who describe to us the concept, or the idea, that God destroyed Sodom because of the practice of sodomy.  However, this is not Biblical, this is a margin note.  The most we know is that God went down to look at Sodom because of the cry of those who had been misused, or mistreated.  I’m going to say this again, and the reason this is important to me is that this predates the law.  And if it predates the law, then it could not be judged according to the law.  But there is a basic, and a higher law; and that law is that no one has the right to trespass the rights of others.  That law predates all other law.  It’s a basic law.  It’s an Adam and Eve, Cain and Able type law.  You just don’t have the right to trespass the rights of your brother, your sister, your neighbor, your friend.  You just don’t have the right to steal from someone else even though we’re not under the law.  When you steal from someone else, you’re trespassing their rights.

Those Who Trespass Against Us

When Betty was on jury duty, we were surprised to learn that in nearly every case, the person was on trial for trespass in Pennsylvania.  They had trespassed the rights of someone else by crashing into their car, or some other form of trespass which was interfering with their God given rights.  You see, when we’re on the road, we have a right to think that no body is going to put their car where our car is.  And if they put their car where our car is, that’s trespass.  They are trespassing our rights.  There are other forms of trespassing, in addition to walking across the corner of somebody’s lot. 

I believe there was an unwritten law that predated Moses’ law.  It basically said that when a man owned something, you couldn’t just go take it away from him.  Whether it’s been written down into a formal law or not, I believe the concept of ownership existed since Adam.  Now that’s basic.

Our politicians tell us that in our present society, there will be people who will trespass against us.  Our laws have made it difficult to protect ourselves against trespass, so we have to build our own fences and do what we can to prevent trespass against our personal property.  Our government says they don’t have enough police to protect every single person against trespass.  We’re in a society where everybody’s trespassing each other, and our courts are pretty loose, so if everyone’s rights against trespass were protected, our jails would be too full.  So the law only protects us under certain circumstances.  I believe that a similar kind of thing was going on in Sodom and Gomorrah.  The rights of those people were being trespassed against, and they were crying to God for relief.  They didn’t know the name of Yahweh, but they knew there was a creator.  

The people of Sodom and Gomorrah were praying to God, using whatever name they knew, asking God for relief for the trespass of their rights from the people in Sodom.  Now it could have been that sodomy, of course, was the main thing, and we’ll see a picture of that in a minute.  However, there were other trespasses, I’m sure.  

Prayers Investigated

Genesis 18:20-21  “And the LORD said, Because the cry of Sodom and Gomorrah is great, and because their sin is very grievous; I will go down now and see whether they have done altogether according to the cry of it.”  In other words, He was investigating their prayers.  I want you to hear that.  God was investigating their prayers.  That means that we are quite powerful in our prayers.  Our prayers are very powerful, even prior to Jesus Christ.  Even prior to being introduced to God through Jesus because now we know there’s one mediator between God and man, the Man Christ Jesus.  Even way back then, before Moses, before the law, prayer was answered.  That makes me feel good to know that God was righteous back then, investigating those unrighteous acts.

What If?

Genesis 18:22  “And the men (the angels) turned their faces from thence, and went toward Sodom:  but Abraham stood yet before (Yahweh) the LORD.  And Abraham drew near, and said, Wilt thou also destroy the righteous with the wicked?  Peradventure there be fifty righteous within the city:  wilt thou also destroy and not spare the place for the fifty righteous that are therein?  That be far from thee to do after this manner, to slay the righteous with the wicked:  and that the righteous should be as the wicked, that be far from thee:  Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?”

Wow!  That was really something!!  Abraham was really brave!!  That would scare me!!  Abraham had confidence that His God would be good to him.  Abraham was confident enough that God loved him to be able to say, “God, is this really what you’re going to do?”  

Genesis 18:26-33  “And the LORD said, If I find in Sodom fifty righteous within the city, then I will spare all the place for their sakes.  And Abraham answered and said, Behold now, I have taken upon me to speak unto the Lord, which am but dust and ashes:  Peradventure there shall lack five of the fifty righteous:  wilt thou destroy all the city for lack of five?  And he said, If I find there forty and five, I will not destroy it.  And he spake unto him yet again, and said, Peradventure there shall be forty found there.  And he said, I will not do it for forty’s sake.  And he said unto him, Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak:  Peradventure there shall thirty be found there.  And he said, I will not do it if I find thirty there.  And he said, Behold now, I have taken upon me to speak unto the Lord:  Peradventure there shall be twenty found there.  And he said, I will not destroy it for twenty’s sake.  And he said, Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak yet but this once:  Peradventure ten shall be found there.  And he said, I will not destroy it for ten’s sake.  And the LORD went his way, as soon as he had left communing with Abraham:  and Abraham returned unto his place.”

Ten vs. Two vs. One

Now I’d like to talk about “ten” for just a minute.  I’m sure you’re familiar with the fact that when the Jews have a service in their synagogue, they’ve got to have ten people, or they can’t have a service.  When Jews lived in a city, especially as they traveled through Europe, they waited until they had ten to build a synagogue.  I think perhaps they got this basic idea because God recognizes the presence of “ten” and will then protect the whole city.  However, we know that since the New Testament, God said “if two or three are gathered together in my name, I’ll be in the midst and I’ll hear what they’re saying.”  (Matthew 18:19-20).  We don’t need ten to gather together now, God will be in our midst with only two or three.  But in the last day, in the tabernacle experience, when every man becomes his own priest before God, then it’s one-to-one.  Then we won’t even need each other to bolster each other up.

Talk to Me

There’s a time of course, when we need hundreds, when we need our tens, when we need our twos.  But we’re also coming to a time when we build our tabernacle booths, our temporary dwelling place, when we have the opportunity of speaking to God man-to-man, mouth-to-mouth, and face-to-face, individually.  Going through the veil, entering into the Holy of Holies, speaking with God between the wings of the Cherubim over the mercy seat, and God said He will honor us and speak with us there.  In other words, it’s singular at that point.  However, there is a pattern.  Are you following the idea of the pattern of the “ten?” Maybe that’s where the Jews got their idea about needing ten to make up a quorum. 

We’re not finding fault with those Christians who at times need to call each other up and help each other, because at times we need to bolster each other.  There are times when we need to have help because a great situation of life has come upon us and we’re feeling down because of it.  But the time is coming when you’ll be able to talk with God directly.  Right now, we just reach out to everyone who will help us, and pray with us.  But the time is coming when you’ll be able to speak with God man-to-man, mouth-to-mouth, face-to-face, and get a response.  And that’s what I need, and that’s what I want.  So I’m finding no fault with “tens” or “twos,” but I’m eager for the time when the “onezies” are in operation.

VIPs Found at Gate

Now this is the story of Lot.   Genesis 19:1  “And there came two angels to Sodom at even; and Lot sat in the gate of Sodom:  and Lot seeing them rose up to meet them; and he bowed himself with his face toward the ground:”

I’d like to stop here for just a minute and talk about “city,” and the “gate.”  Have you noticed in the Bible that many people are referred to as those who “sat in the gate?”  Remember?  “They sat in the gate.”  This was considered a high place in society in those ancient cities.  And those who sat in the gate probably were similar to our lawyers, or merchants, or our professional people.  Smart folks.  They knew who was bringing how many sheep, and they could predict the price, the supply and demand, they understood all these kinds of things.  Those who “sat in the gate” had their finger on the pulse of the city.  They were sort of like “sub-mayors.”  Subordinate to a leader, but they were leaders themselves.  And those who sat at the gate had positions of leadership, and they also used these positions of leadership for personal gain.  To sell and buy under the right conditions.  After all, that’s what we’re all looking for, we’re looking for a tip, right?  A tip that we can buy and sell under the right conditions.  That’s why we find professional people in the Bible sitting at the gate.  Nowadays, I guess you’d say he worked at the courthouse.  Basic same idea there.  He sat at the gate, (he worked at the court house), he was in the know, he knew who was buying and selling, and knew what was going on.  

Good Guys vs. Bad Guys

Genesis 19:2-14  “And he said, Behold now, my lords, turn in, I pray you, into your servant’s house, and tarry all night and wash your feet, and ye shall rise up early, and go on your ways. And they said, Nay; but we will abide in the street all night.  And he pressed upon them greatly; and they turned in unto him, and entered into his house; and he made them a feast, and did bake unleavened bread, and they did eat.  But before they lay down, the men of the city, even the men of Sodom, compassed the house round, both old and young, all the people from every quarter:  and they called unto Lot, and said unto him, Where are the men which came in to thee this night?  Bring them out unto us, that we may know them.”  (This idea of knowing or knowledge is the same word used in Genesis, in the verse, “Adam knew Eve.”  It’s the same idea).  “Lot went out at the door unto them, and shut the door after him, and said, I pray you, brethren, do not so wickedly.  Behold now, I have two daughters which have not known man; let me, I pray you, bring them out unto you, and do ye to them as is good in your eyes:  only unto these men do nothing; for therefore came they under the shadow (or shelter) of my roof (for protection).  And they said, Stand back, And they said again, This one fellow came in to sojourn, and he will needs be a judge:  now we will deal worse with thee, than with them.  And they pressed sore upon the man, even Lot, and came near to break the door.  But the men (the angles) put forth their hand, and pulled Lot into the house to them, and shut to the door.  And they smote the men that were at the door of the house with blindness, both small and great:  so that they wearied themselves to find the door.  And the men said unto Lot, Hast thou here any besides?  Son in law, and thy sons, and thy daughters, and whatsoever thou hast in the city, bring them out of this place:  For we will destroy this place, because the cry of them is waxen great before the face of the LORD: and the LORD hath sent us to destroy it.  And Lot went out, and spake unto his sons in law, which married his daughters, and said, Up, get you out of this place; for the LORD will destroy this city.  But he seemed as one that mocked unto his sons in law.”  

Get Up and Go Got Up and Went

It doesn’t seem to me that these guys really respected their father-in-law.  Can you be righteous and fearful at the same time?  Lot was righteous, but he wasn’t obedient.  He wasn’t obedient because he was afraid.  Lot should have been a smart guy, after all, he sat at the gate.  But maybe his tone of voice didn’t convey the seriousness of this order from the angels to the sons-in-laws.  I submit to you that the son-in-laws didn’t go with Lot and his girls because he didn’t speak with confidence.  If Lot had obeyed God’s voice, would even the son-in-laws destinies be different?  Oh what a tangled mess we weave when God’s direction we don’t believe.  If you trust God, you will have confidence in Him.  That confidence will become part of who you are, like it did for Abraham.

Four or More?

I really don’t know how many people were in Lot’s family.  I’ve looked and looked to try and find out how many there were.  God said He would count the family righteous for Lot’s righteousness, so we count Lot, at least two virgin daughters, a wife, and we find sons-in-laws.  Because of the betrothal customs that they had back then, I’m not sure whether these sons-in-laws were betrothed to these virgin daughters or whether these were sons-in-laws to other daughters.  It’s really not clear.  However, we do know that there were less than ten.  Because God said for anything over ten I’ll leave it alone, but less than ten, whammo!  We do know, of course, that at least four went out eventually, but it could have been a higher number because of these other daughters and sons-in-laws.

Amazing Escaping!

Genesis 19:15-19  “And when the morning arose, then the angels hastened Lot, saying, Arise, take thy wife, and thy two daughters, which are here; lest thou be consumed in the iniquity of the city.  And while he lingered, the men (the angels) laid hold upon his hand, and upon the hand of his wife, and upon the hand of his two daughters; the LORD being merciful unto him:  and they brought him forth, and set him without the city.  And it came to pass, when they had brought them forth abroad, that he said, (the angel said), Escape for thy life; look not behind thee, neither stay thou in all the plain; escape to the mountain, (I’m emphasizing ‘escape to the mountain.’  Lot was told by the angels to escape to the mountain) less thou be consumed.  And Lot said unto them, Oh, not so, my Lord; Behold now, thy servant hath found grace in they sight, and thou hast magnified thy mercy, which thou hast shewed unto me in saving my life; and I cannot escape to the mountain, lest some evil take me, and I die.”

Too Smart for His Own Good

Lot may have been smart, but he sure wasn’t very brave.  After all those miracles, he lingered.  The angels had to actually take the hands of each member of Lot’s family to get them to leave.  Abraham was brave.  He had confidence in His God.  Think about that one for just a minute.  These angles had just done many mighty, wonderful miracles in his sight.  Lot’s family had been delivered from death.  The angels blinded the men so they couldn’t even find the door!  The angels said, “go to the high mountain where you’ll find life,” and Lot said, “Nope.  I can’t trust you that far. Now thanks for your help up to this point, I’m taking over now.”  Lot obviously did not have confidence in His God, and that made him a weak man.  Being disobedient and weak got Lot in more trouble than he could imagine.

And Lot then turned and said, “here’s a little city, Zoar, it’s just a little city.  Let me turn and go into this place – not the high mountain.  Not the high mountain!  The bear might eat me up!”  Or some similar kind of thing.  Are you seeing this picture?  I want you to see that these are the same angels who had just delivered him through many miraculous acts, but Lot’s arguing and saying, “I can’t trust you to go this far.”

Picnic in the Sand

This reminds me of the story in the Old Testament where God warned us about the sin that was committed at the field of Zoan.  And there, they said, “Can God prepare a table in the wilderness?”  (Psalm 78:  12-20-33).  Israel had been delivered by God, walked through the Red Sea dry shod, saw the water standing up, had a pillar of fire at night, a cloud in the daytime, and now they’re saying, “Can God prepare a table in the wilderness?”  The idea here is, even with one deliverance after another, supernatural miracles, proof that God was in it, yet they argued about the next step.  I’m not just reciting a history lesson here.  I’m talking about situations in our lives where we’ve seen the hand of God moving in our lives.  We praise God for it, and we say, “Thanks, I’ll take over from here.  I can’t trust you to go to the high mountain.  Why some evil will befall me over there!  Let me turn aside to the little city.”

Itty Bitty City Sure Weren’t Pretty

Genesis 19:20  “Behold now, this city is near to flee unto, and it is a little one; Oh, let me escape thither, (is it not a little one?) and my soul shall live.”

Genesis 19:21-26  “And he said unto him, See, I have accepted thee concerning this thing also, that I will not overthrow this city, for the which thou hast spoken.  Haste thee, escape thither:  for I cannot do anything till thou be come thither.  Therefore the name of the city was called Zoar.  (And Zoar is there today).  The sun was risen upon the earth when Lot entered into Zoar.  Then the LORD rained upon Sodom and upon Gomorrah brimstone and fire from the LORD out of heaven; and he overthrew those cities, and all the plain, and all the inhabitants of the cities, and that which grew upon the ground.  But his wife looked back from behind him, and she became a pillar of salt.”  

Afraid Mrs. Lot Dies 

Lampso says in the Aramaic that the pillar of salt is an idiom for extreme fright, dying of fright.  It’s an idiom of speech.  I’m not here to tell you that she died of terror or fright, because the King James said she turned into a pillar of salt.  However if we read it from the Aramaic, and understand idioms of speech, then, in this case, the idiom would say that she died of fright.  She turned back, she looked back, when she was warned not to look back.  And when she looked back, she idiomatically died of fright.  She was literally scared to death.

Itchy/Scratchy

Now if you don’t understand idioms, let me tell you about the Full Gospel Businessman who went over to Tokyo.  A gentleman was giving his testimony about his wife.  He said, “She was just tickled to death.”  The translator didn’t know how to handle this idiom of speech, so he translated that phrase, “she scratched herself till she died.”  Sometimes translations have to be done rather loosely when we’re working with idiomatic forms of speech.  Now we wouldn’t want a literal translation for being “just tickled to death,” because it just doesn’t work out.  And so in this case, whether or not the lady turned into a literal pillar of salt, or whether this is an idiomatic expression, is really up to your interpretation.  If the Aramaic idiomatic expression seems to make more sense in this passage, then you may want to see that the woman died of fright.  Why?  Because she turned back.  She looked upon that society, and this may be the reason she died of fright.  That’s where her security was.

One is a Lonely Number

I want you to hear this.  When you go out, and then you look back, the first thing that happens is that great fear comes upon you.  “Oh my God!  Are you sure that this is right?  I’m led out.  It’s scary out here!”  You see, when I’m in society, I have society to help me.  That’s why I have a CB unit on the motorhome, so that in case of trouble, I can press the button and get help.  I enjoy society for the help that society offers.  But when I’m out following God, all by myself, and I’ve left society, and when I look back, it’s pleasing to want to go right back.  We’ll get into some scriptures here in a minute how society is calling to us to come back and put our faith hope and trust in it.

Zoar No More?

Genesis 19:27-30  “and Abraham gat up early in the morning to the place where he stood before the LORD:  and he looked toward Sodom and Gomorrah, and toward all the land of the plain, and behold, and, lo, the smoke of the country went up as the smoke of a furnace.  And it came to pass, when God destroyed the cities of the plain, that God remembered Abraham, and sent Lot out of the midst of the overthrow, when he overthrew the cities in the which Lot dwelt.  And Lot went up out of Zoar, and dwelt in the mountain.”

Now here’s the story.  Lot stopped, went to Zoar, then Lot leaves Zoar because of all the “fall out.”  The trembling, the rumbles, the smoke, fire, and brimstone.  I imagine everybody there was coughing and about to die.  We know that Lot’s family thought everybody on the earth died.  We know this because when they got to the top of the mountain, these girls were convinced there wasn’t anybody left.  Genesis 19:30-36 tells us about the consequences of their fear.  But Zoar was not destroyed, and life was maintained in this little city.  Still, they thought it was destroyed.  That’s the point I want to make.

Neither Lot, nor his daughters believed the angels would do what they said.  Even after protecting them from the bad guys, and then getting them out of Sodom and Gomorrah.  Remember the angels said, “OK, Lot.  Whatever!  But hurry up and get going because we can’t even begin this destruction until you’re outta here!”  But Lot and his family didn’t believe the angels.  At least we know the daughters  needed more than two spectacular miracles to believe God would continue to provide for them.  They thought, “Oh my gosh!  We’re the last women on earth and Dad’s the last man on earth!  Gotta get busy right away!”  and you know what happened next!  You see, distrust causes disobedience.  We need to trust God, and be obedient to His leading.  God planned to take care of Lot and his daughters, and He will take care of us!

This Way, Please

Lot now goes up to the mountain.  The same mountain Abraham was on.  If Lot had gone to the mountain when he was told to, he’d have found Abraham, and his whole household, including all the servants.  If Lot had been obedient in the first place, those girls wouldn’t have gotten that idea that they were the last people on earth alive.   God knows many things way down the road.  And we say, “Uh, uh.  Don’t you understand God?  This is the way, I’ll walk in this.”  And He said, “No this is the way, walk ye in it, because I’m trying to lead you to something that you don’t have any idea about.”  (Isaiah 30:21).  Lot didn’t know his uncle was sitting up there on the high mountain.  Uncle Abraham would have welcomed Lot and his family with open arms.  He would have had his servants take care of Lot and his family.  They would have been fed, clothed, and given a nice place to sleep in Abraham’s tent.  And there would have been plenty of men to go around.  After all, Abraham tried his best to protect Lot’s family by talking directly to God about saving Sodom and Gomorrah, and thereby, protecting his nephew’s family.  I’d say Abraham loved Lot, wouldn’t you?  But because Lot didn’t obey God right away, where did Lot and his crew end up?  A cave instead of a nice clean tent.  And that was only the beginning of his troubles.  He ended up with “Lot’s” of troubles!

Lots of Double Trouble

Genesis 19:30-38  “And Lot went up out of Zoar, and dwelt in the mountain, and his two daughters with him; for he feared to dwell in Zoar:  and he dwelt in the cave, he and his two daughters.  And the firstborn said unto the younger, Our father is old, and there is not a man in the earth to come in unto us after the manner of all the earth:  Come, let us make our father drink wine, and we will lie with him, that we may preserve seed of our father.  And they made their father drink wine that night:  and the first born went in, and lay with her father; and he perceived not when she lay down, nor when she arose.  And it came to pass on the morrow, that the first born said unto the younger, Behold, I lay yesternight with my father:  let us make him drink wine this night also; and go thou in, and lie with him, that we may preserve seed of our father.  And they made their father drink wine that night also and the younger arose, and lay with him; and he perceived not when she lay down, nor when she arose.  Thus were both the daughters of Lot with child by their father.  And the firstborn bare a son, and called his name Moab; the same is the father of the Moabites unto this day.   And the younger, she also bare a son, and called his name Benammi:  the same is the father of the children of Ammon unto this day.”

That’s Gross!

Mercy!  Now do you see why God wanted Lot and his family to go to the high mountain?  He knew what would happen if Lot’s bunch tried to stand on their own.  Lot should have trusted his Source and followed God’s direction.  Now look what happened!  His sons were really his own grandsons!  

Change Changes Things

I’d like to stop here and talk about human psychology for a minute.  The people who design department stores have noticed that after the store had been in operation ten or fifteen years, if they change the location of the departments, if they move everything around, it just causes havoc.  They loose tremendous sales.  There are certain areas that they don’t change.  You always know that the men’s clothes are in the rear, and shoes are back on the side, and pillowcases are over there.  Right?  And it’s always been like that.  And they’ll never change it because it’s the same emotion that drew Lot and his wife to this frustrating fear.  It causes a lot of folks to leave that department store and get real mad when they shift everything around and they can’t find anything.  It’s true.  People just don’t like change.

Do you think that when the President of the United States changed the name of Cape Canaveral to Cape Kennedy everybody was naturally thrilled?  Oh no!  They weren’t!  They passed laws in Florida changing it right back to it’s former name.  And so Cape Kennedy became the military base, and the city is Cape Canaveral.  The citizens had been trained that way.  Their stationary was made that way, and on and on, and people just didn’t want to change.  Now, I’m no farmer, I was raised in the city, but they tell me that cows are a lot like people.  Or people are a lot like cows.  They always go into the barn the same way.  Always one after the other, and they always line up the same way.  We want everything to stay the same way, too.  So when we come to a Bible study and somebody’s in our seat, we don’t like that!  Somebody’s got my stall!  Somebody’s in my place!  We want to stay in our familiar surroundings.

Good Clean Fun

We find security in familiarity.  Familiarity brings us security.  It’s a form of security.  Now Lot  was out by himself and he was very insecure.  But I’ve noticed something about the folks that come to our meetings.  They’ve already passed this test, or you would never have gotten this far up the road, let alone listening to these theological ideas.  You’ve already been willing to move out, and to come to places and see things a little differently.  Now to me, the greatest challenge, and the most fun that I have is when I go to a place, and somebody shows me a new way to look at the Word of God.  That’s my fun.  That’s where I get my kicks.  When I see something new.  Or even the possibility of something new.  I check it out.  I don’t always agree with that new idea, but I check it out and always pay attention to it.  I keep in my pocket a little paper to write my notes whenever I travel, wherever I am, so that when I go back home, I can check these new ideas out.  That’s very fun to me.  And I’m sure you find it the same way or you wouldn’t be reading our books.  Nearly everybody reading our books knows that what we teach is going to have a twist.  You’re going to see something new.  It’s been in the Bible all the time, but you’re going to see it differently.

Lots of Fear

Fear drove the protection of God right out of Lot’s grasp.  It killed his wife, and drove his daughters to horrible lengths.  How sad that fear ruled the lives of the family of Lot.  Even with the mighty miracles the angels performed, fear took hold of them again.  Fear ruled their lives instead of God.  Their all encompassing fear of the unknown overruled God’s direction in their lives.

There was a time when we needed society, and we needed to have ten together, or even have two or three together, but in our development, there comes a time when we can walk hand-in-hand with God alone.  We need to do what God says, when He says it.  God will lead us to the high mountain.  Even though it might be scary up there on the high mountain, being in God’s will is better than the alternative!  The fear that absorbed Lot’s family ultimately destroyed it.

Now, Lot was led out, and said, “I just cannot make it without society, without a group.  Let me turn aside to this small group, Zoar.  That’ll be helpful.  We’ll survive alright in a smaller group.”  I’m not finding fault with Lot because most people that I know have followed that pattern.  We keep looking for the small group to be a part of.  Excuse the pun, but that’s going to be a “Lot” of trouble!  You’re going to have lots of trouble in Zoar.  When you go there, and even after you leave it.  Too bad Lot thought he had to improve on God’s will for his life.  What a mess he ended up with.

Pray to Obey

Lot and his family needed security, so he took the quick route to security by stopping in Zoar.  When the Holy Spirit goes to a high mountain apart, and we say, “oh no, not me, man,” then we have a problem.  The high mountain apart is your tabernacle experience.  You have no security in the tabernacle accept through God.  So now I want to pray for you, that none of us will turn to Zoar.  None of us show up a day late  We will all go out, when and where we’re led.  We’ll do what God tells us to do.  We’ll be obedient to God even when it doesn’t look smart.  Will you agree with me?  Let’s pray.

Thank you Lord.  Our Father, in Jesus name, we ask for eyes that see and ears that hear.  We trust you Lord for your love and forgiveness in areas where I’ve made mistakes.  Lord we pray that you’ll just cover them.  We ask, Lord, now for spiritual eyes that see spiritual things, spiritual ears that hear spiritual words.  We pray Lord, that none of us will have eyes that turn and go back, that we won’t even want to go back to that thing we’ve been led out of.  We pray, Lord, that each one of us go ahead, and do what you tell us to, when you tell us to do it  We pray that we go to the high mountain with you.  While we don’t know what is on the high mountain, you do.  Maybe uncle Abraham’s there.  Maybe something else.  We don’t know.  All we know is where the Spirit leads, we’ll follow.  Even if it’s the high mountain apart.  Lord, are you sure you’ve got a table up there?  Can you prepare a table up on the high mountain in a wilderness experience?  Can we trust you, Lord, for our children, our families?  Can we trust you, Lord for the mortgage payments?  Oh Lord, it sure was neat when we went through the Red Sea.  Sure was nice when we climbed up over the other side, pillar of fire, cloud.  Sorry about those Egyptians.  I guess you can prepare a table before us on the high mountain, in the wilderness, even in the presence of our enemies.  So we go all the way with you Lord.  We’ll take our tabernacle experience.  We will not neglect our friends, we will not neglect the assembling of ourselves together as the manner of some men, but we realize that in this realm, that things have changed.  And we’re not looking to each other for leadership or guidance anymore.  We are looking to the Holy Ghost.  We trust you Lord that this lesson will be received in the love and spirit that’s given, and it’s not offensive to anyone.  And no matter where we are, we will be helped, and benefit, even those who’ve just said, “yes” to Jesus just last week.  We trust you that this will show us that there are goals yet, and many, many things to learn.  And we’ll each go ahead in Jesus Christ, until finally, we become manifest unto God.  Now Lord we agree that every spirit, and every soul, and every body shall be preserved blameless unto the coming of the Lord.  In His Name we pray.  Amen.
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